
Special Collections Exhibition Gallery

When “the days of conquest are passed”: 
reflections on war and warfare

The University of Southampton Special Collections is the home of important military archive
collections from the late eighteenth century to the mid twentieth century and covering the
Peninsular War and the battle of Waterloo, later nineteenth-century campaigns in Africa,
Afghanistan, India, the Crimea as well as the two World Wars. One of the most significant
collections at Southampton is the archive of Arthur Wellesley, first Duke of Wellington, who
was considered by many to be the greatest general of his age. This archive contains extensive
material for the Peninsular War as well as for Waterloo and for earlier campaigns in India.
Papers of Earl Mountbatten of Burma, who was Supreme Allied Commander South East Asia
during the Second World War, form part of the Broadlands Archives. Drawing on material
from these and across a wide range of other collections at Southampton, the exhibition will
offer differing insights and reflections on war and warfare.

Case 1: Patriotism and duty?
Why choose to fight? What has been described as an “Anglican orthodoxy” of patriotism and
duty can certainly be seen in endeavours to persuade volunteers to fight for their country.
These twin concepts are emphasised in the farewell service for the City of London Imperial
Volunteers departing to fight in South Africa held at St Paul’s Cathedral in 1900[5] and in the
souvenir publication produced to mark the formation of the Volunteers.[6] During the First
World War the idea that the Jewish community owed it to its country to fight was pushed by
those parts of the community who supported this “orthodoxy” such as the Jewish Recruiting
Committee and by Rabbi Abraham Cohen.[1-2] When Lord Kitchener made his appeal for
volunteers in 1914 the target was reached almost immediately as it was met by a great
outpouring of patriotic fervour which was harnessed and hardened into an expectation of
doing ones duty by fighting. James Parkes was one such young man who felt that he had a
duty to join up.[4] 

Not everyone supported war and warfare and organisations such as the Society of Friends
remained resolute in its opposition to war.[7-8] There were some 16,000 conscientious
objectors who refused to fight as conscription laws enlisted two-and-a-half million extra
British troops from 1916 onwards.[9] Those who objected had to appeal in public, usually on
moral or religious grounds. It was not an easy process and most tribunals took a very
aggressive view.

1. Revd Abraham Cohen in his sermon ‘The European Crisis II’, preached in Birmingham in
August 1914, sets out the idea that Jews had a special stake and responsibility to demonstrate
their loyalty to their country.

MS 327 A4020/2/68
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2. Recruitment leaflets produced by the Jewish Recruiting Committee promoting the idea of
loyalty to the country and honour to Jewry by joining up
MS 140 AJ78/20/3

3. Photograph of Second Lieutenant James Parkes of the Queen’s Royal West Sussex
Regiment, dated 15 January 1917. There is a note on the back that he was going to France the
following day.
MS 60/36/6/1 folder 2

4. Service record of Parkes 
MS 60/1/3

In January 1916 James Parkes enlisted as a private in the Artists Rifles. He became a second
lieutenant in the Queen's Royal West Surrey Regiment in December of that year and
lieutenant and adjutant of the Nineteenth Queen's in 1918. He joined because of a sense of
duty and because he felt that it was what was expected of him. As he notes in his
autobiography Voyages of Discovery that “[Elizabeth] College expected me to join the army”
and it was what “all my contemporaries were doing”. Parkes, like many others, did not
consider an alternative to volunteering to fight, as he notes “In actual fact, I do not think that I
had ever heard of pacifism or conscientious objection, and had, in consequence, not given the
idea any thought”. 

5. Form of prayer for a farewell service at St Paul’s Cathedral for the City of London Imperial
Volunteers prior to embarkation to South Africa, Friday 12 January [1900]
MS 209 A810/1/5/1 

6. First edition of The CIV and the War in South Africa, 1900, a souvenir publication marking
the formation of the London Imperial Volunteers
MS 209 A810/1/6/4 

7. Peace among the nations: being the testimony of the Society of Friends on war, reprinted
from Christian principles, being part II of the Book of Discipline of the Religious Society of
Friends of London yearly meeting (reprint, London, 1911)
MS 293 A1015/10

8. A war-less world: appeal to the churches of Christ in all countries: pamphlet produced by
the Society of Friends, 1933
MS 293 A1015/11

The Society of Friends or Quakers have had a tradition of opposing warfare. A large
proportion of conscientious objectors in Great Britain in the First and Second World War
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were Quakers. Many participated in war work in different ways, such as Friends Ambulance
Units or “work of national importance” on land or roads.

9. Edition number 99 of The Tribunal, 7 March 1918, highlighting the situation of
conscientious objectors imprisoned and serving sentences of hard labour.
MS 293 A1015/12 

The Tribunal was the official paper of the No Conscription Fellowship which was an
organisation made up of members of the Socialist Independent Labour Party and the Society
of Friends (Quakers). Published weekly from March 1916 onwards, at its peak it sold 10,000
copies. It was written to keep the public informed about the Military Service Act of 1916 and
as a service to conscientious objectors by keeping them up-to-date with news and guidance on
how to resist conscription.

There was a concerted effort to close down the newspaper. Joan Beauchamp (1890-1964)
became the official publisher as well as acting editor of The Tribunal following the arrest of
the first editor. The first two printers were raided, shut down and their machinery dismantled.
Subsequently the printing was done in secret to avoid further closures, but police raids
continued and Joan Beauchamp, whose name appeared as the printer of the publication, was
also arrested and charged.

Case 2: from the war front
What was it like at the front line? The business of war could be one of strategy and
logistics,[10, 13] of terrible fighting and destruction,[14] of boredom, of endeavours to keep
discipline,[19] and of excitement.[15, 22] The material here ranges from the official
memorandums of battles, such as that of Wellington about the battle of Talavera, intended to
be read in Parliament,[17] discussions of strategy and logistics, to personal accounts of life on
the front line sent to family members.[20, 22-23] For many of those on the front line
communication with their loved ones and family back home was something they clung to and
which sustained them.[23-24]

10. Copy of a letter from Lieutenant General Arthur Wellesley, first Viscount Wellington, to
Charles Stuart, British envoy at Lisbon, discussing the number of sick within the Portuguese
and British armies due to the problems with food supplies and lack of funds to take care of
the sick in hospital, 12 February 1811

It is obvious however that if this system continues much longer the whole army will be sick, or must
disband, and I hope some official measures will be adopted to apply some remedy to it.

MS 61 Wellington Papers 1/362/72
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11. Letter from Major Edward Wellesley to his wife, Annot, complaining of the inexperience
of staff and attendant confusion of arrangements as the British and French forces set up their
bases in the Bosphorus, 4 May 1854

A number of our Artillery Transports are hourly arriving and are stationed about 4 miles from here,
the bustle and confusion attendant on all these arrivals are immense more particularly as all the staff
nearly are new and there is too much discussion and too little actual work. You can imagine I have
had enough to do and undo.

MS 63 A904/4/18

12. Letters from Major Edward Wellesley to his mother, commenting on the challenges of
logistics and supply of transport for the armed forces in the Crimea, 8 June 1854

Our principal difficulty is in providing sufficient transport for the Army and when you hear that the
Artillery alone require about 2000 carts and 1200 mules for the ammunition alone besides which are
the provisions, forage, tents, etc., etc., you will not be surprised at the difficulty.

MS 63 A904/4/29

13. Letter from Lord Louis Mountbatten to Lord Beaverbrook emphasising the importance of
the part that he believes South East Asia will play in the war and the difficulty of progress in
Burma due to the mountainous terrain, 28 March 1944
MS 62 Broadlands Archives MB1/C20/11

14. Letter from Captain Edward Wellesley to his brother Richard, 14 September 1851

This Kaffir War has now completed its ninth month of frequency but as yet no signs of a deliverance
have appeared. The curious and mysterious causes have united the Kaffirs and Hottetot races, before
the bitterest enemies, the former have driven the latter out of their country, against the English, and
still in existence, and both still continue to fight with the greatest bravery and skill, in fact the war
seems just at the moment to have commenced again as we have had accounts [f.1v] of two actions,
both of which the loss on our side have been immense both in killed and wounded...

MS 63 A904/3/7

15. Letter from Lieutenant John Gurwood, 52  Regiment of Foot, to his mother, describingnd

the intensity of the action by the British and allied army in expelling the French forces from
Portugal during the course of March, 16 March 1811

I have a great deal of say without time or word to express it. We have been fighting for the last 4

days. The French retired from Santarem on the 6  at one in the morning... We halted on the 10  tillth th

the remainder of our army came up. On the 11  we drove them through Pombal. On the 12 we theth

L[igh]t Div[ision] turned their right flank in style on the plain of Rhedeinha [Redinha] we had 3
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off[icer]s and 22 killed and wounded. Our adjutant being wounded in the rump by a cannon shot I
was made his successor in that situation. I am now a mounted officer. This affair was one of the most
beautiful field days ever witnessed. On the 13  we drove them to Condexa. On the 14  as soon as theth th

fog cleared off and we hardly knew where we were, we got onto one of the hottest affairs imaginable.
We lost 1 officer killed, 3 capt[ain]s wounded and a number of killed and wounded as you will see by
the Gazette. We worked away at their left till we made them give their position. On the 15  we wereth

at it again. We began late in the evening, but as usual drove them before us like chaff. Night but a
stop to the fight we took a colonel and some other prisoners and drove them behind a river now in our
front. We are now looking at each other, but they must go. Their retreat marks their disorder,
destruction is the trace of their steps, everything is [blank]. I live with the colonel and never was
bitter. We shall certainly gain laurels in this campaign. Lord Wellington is always in admiration of
our conduct. It rains hard as you may perceive by this letter. We are totally exposed and have been
for some time. I will write again of the next business. You may depend on my safety. They cannot hit
me.

MS 321/5

16. Image of the Battle of Talavera
MS 351/6 A4170/16

17. Letter from Lieutenant General Sir Arthur Wellesley, to Lord Castlereagh, Secretary of
State for War and the Colonies, setting out his report of action at the Battle of Talavera, 29
July 1809

General Cuesta followed the enemy's march with his army from the Alberche on the morning of the
20th as far as Santa Ollalla [Santa Olalla], and pushed forward his advanced guard as far as Torrijos.
For the reasons stated to your lordship in my dispatch of the 24th I moved only two divisions of
infantry and a brigade of cavalry across the Alberche to Casalegas [Cazalegas], under the command
of Lieutenant General Sherbrooke, with a view to keep up the communication between General
Cuesta and me and with Sir Robert Wilson's corps at Escalona.
 
It appears that General Venegas had not carried into execution that part of the plan of operations
which related to his corps, and that he was still at Daimel in La Mancha, and the enemy [f.1v] in the
course of the 24th and 25th and 26th collected all his forces in this part of Spain between Torrimos
and Toledo, leaving but a small corps of 2,000 men in that place.

This united army thus consisted of the corps of Marshall Victor of that of General Sebastiani and of
7,000 or 8,000 men the guards of Joseph Bonaparte and the garrison of Madrid and it was
commanded by Joseph Boneparte aided by Marshalls Jourdan and Victor and by General
Sebastiani. ..

MS 61 Wellington Papers 1/270/20 

18. Letter from Martin Bell to his friend Joan Broomfield (later Russell) who was one of his
circle of friends at the University College, Southampton, 7 December 1942 
MS 12 A767/35
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Bell volunteered for the Royal Engineers in 1939, in order, so he claims, to avoid being called
into the infantry. In fact his war service was spent in camp as a hospital orderly both in
Britain and in the Mediterranean. His letters contain often scathing comments on army life as
well as discussions of books that he has read and poems that he has written. This letter where
he describes his current posting as well as a bar in town and the personnel there is written in
his usual style.

19. Crimea journal of Henry Parnell, April-May 1856
MS 64/337 

Henry Parnell, later fourth Baron Congleton, joined the Buffs or the Third Regiment of Foot
in 1855 at the age of 16 years of age. He served with them in the Crimea after the fall of
Sebastapol in 1856. His journal presents a very different picture from the records of officers
in a combat situation: here the focus is on dealing with issues of keeping the forces focused
and disciplined. Parnell records a number of days where he sits on courts martial.

20. Letter from Major Frederick Dudley Samuel, serving as part of the British Expeditionary
Force on the Western Front, to his wife Dorothy, in which he laments the “frightful waste of
men, material and time it all is, all devoted to distruction when it should all be devoted to
production”, 5 April 1917
MS 336 A2097/8/2/31

21. Pages of the diary of Revd Michael Adler (1868-1944), DSO, BA, Senior Jewish
Chaplain to the British Expeditionary Forces during the First World War, 13-18 March 1917
MS 125 AJ 16/2

Revd Adler was one of a small number of Jewish chaplains attached to the forces in France.
He, along with his colleagues worked tirelessly to visit the camps, training areas and hospitals
to fulfil their pastoral duties. The four diaries that Adler kept for this period provide a brief
record of his activities during his tours of duty rather than an analytical or personal account of
his experiences as chaplain. They are detached and sparse in their detail and tone, as befits the
type of record they represent, but also perhaps representing the need for detachment in
dealing with a traumatic situation. 

22. Copy of a letter from Fred Salinger, Gallipoli, to his parents, May 1915:

I am very fit and so far have not been touched. I had one narrow squeak one night, when I was
bringing a section into a new position - we suddenly came under rifle fire and one bullet grazed my
boot. It was most thrilling, as it was my first experience of rifle fire.... We are now getting quite
expert at estimating where the shells burst from the whistle they make. It is most impressive at night
with all the flashes...

MS 209 A810/1/2/5
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23. Letter from Private Paul Epstein to his parents, 16 March 1918
Private Epstein was a Russian conscript to the Royal Fusiliers (the Jewish Regiment) who
served in the Palestine campaign. He suffered greatly from home sickness and used his letters
as a means to maintain some sense of normality and create a strong link with home. As this
letter records he, like many of his colleagues, were desperate to maintain links with their
family and loved ones at home.

A line to inform you that I received your second letter last Fri[day] March 13  and the sight of it wasth

worth to me untold wealth. You should see the boys gather round the Corporal Postman and listen to
the names of letters being called out and this is my version of the scene! We all gather round a tend
and listen very patiently as so and so name is called for a letter. I listen and say to myself Is there one
for me in this mail Yes or No! I would rather it should be yes than no...

MS 124 AJ 15/2 

24. Xmas cards sent by a former colleague serving with the RAF during the Second World
War to Lawrence Burgess, Deputy Librarian of Southampton Public Libraries. 
MS 73 A643/11

Case 3: Literary reflections on war
Warfare has endured as a subject and the soldier hero has proved to be one of the most
durable and powerful ideas of idealised masculinity in western tradition since antiquity. The
Hampshire Volunteers[26] displayed here fits in with this idea of celebrating and idealising
the hero. Other works reflect on war with a less eulogising tone: the colonel in Blunden’s
poem[27] is not quite the heroic figure of antiquity, whilst Bell’s dislike of military life
comes through in his verse.[25] The impact of warfare on those not at the front line is
reflected in two very different pieces, one a satire on the lifestyle still enjoyed by expats in
India throughout the war,[26] the other depicting the horror of the air raids on cities in
Britain.[27] 

25. Letter from Martin Bell to Joan Broomfield, 1943, containing verse that he describes as
“pretty pretentious and derivative and not really meant to be taken seriously” but which he
expresses his dislike of army life and the boredom of his duties “we Pavlov’s dogs
commended by imperious telephones, we cramp our reluctant flesh into organisation...”
MS 12 A767/37

26. The Hampshire Volunteers, a poem dedicated to Charles Shaw Lefevre, Esq (London,
1794) and in praise of the soldier heroes.
Cope 81 HAM 52-271041 

In the dedication the author notes that “the warriors of antiquity were always followed to the
field of battle, by the sons of Apollo, and every chieftain had a bard...”. By making this
connection with antiquity the author touches upon a common thread found in war poetry and
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war memorials. Many war poems of the First World War, for instance, contained classical
references because they were written by officers who had attended public school and had
received a classical education. 

27. Fair copy of ‘Portrait of a colonel’ by Edmund Blunden, c.1928: this was published in
Retreat (London, 1928) renamed as ‘On a portrait of a colonel’
MS 10 A243 

Edmund Blunden (1896-1974) was the longest serving First World War poet, and saw
continuous action in the front line, between 1916-18. According to his friend and fellow poet
Siegfried Sassoon, Blunden was the poet of the war “most lastingly obsessed by it”. The
period that Blunden served at the front saw some of the most violent and bloody fighting,
including the Battle of the Somme and the Third Battle of Ypres. He had very definite views
on war writing, insisting that it had to be accurate in detail and spirit and shared with Sassoon
a belief that the First World War had been a terrible waste of life.

28. ‘Sticking it out at the Cecil’, 1940s
The Cecil is a historic luxury hotel located in the hill station Shimla, India, that was
established by the British in 1884. This popular ditty satirised the surreal experience of newly
arrived British officers faced with the heady lifestyle that expats continued to experience in
India through the period of the Second World War. Whist-drives and bridge were the order of
the day, whilst cocktail parties filled the evenings. This was, as one bemused officer
commented, “life with the lid off”.
MS 350 A3002/2/2/2 folder 1

29. ‘After the raids’ by Judith Lerner reflecting on the impact of the bombing raids on
London during the Second World War
MS 376 A4133/2/1/1

Case 4: Home front
During the First World War, Lloyd George had recognised the interrelation between the home
and war fronts and throughout both World Wars the involvement of those on the home front
in the war effort was profound. The nation’s labour was mobilised and many opportunities
were created for women. Women were involved in munitions work in the First World War,
for instance, and in the uniform services and war work including as mechanics, engineers,
munitions workers, air raid wardens and fire engine drivers, as well as part of the Women’s
Land Army, during the Second World War. Many aristocratic women also played an active
role in volunteering to support the war effort, an example here being Lady Swaythling’s work
for the Wounded Allies Relief Committee.[37] One of the other main ways that wealthy
families supported the war effort was by volunteering their houses to be used as convalescent
centres for recuperating soldiers.[38-9] Other institutions, such as the University College,
Southampton, also provided buildings for use as hospitals in both World Wars. 
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For those on the home front life could be difficult as well as dangerous. In both World Wars
propaganda[40] was one of the means used both to rally and to steady the population. There
was the constant threat of air raids,[31-32] as well as privation as food and other supplies
were rationed.[34] During the Second World War most families faced a daily battle of
rationing, recycling.[36] Power supplies could be restricted[35] as was the use of petrol:
transport on trains and other public transport often faced disruption.[33] 

30. Postcards of the military camp at Southampton Common. 
Peter Cook Postcard Collection PC 2080b and PC 2081b

Southampton had long played a role as a point of embarkation for military forces. It was to
serve such a role during the Second World War and areas such as the Common were utilised
as military camps for these troops.

31. Letter from Nora Harvey relating how the war has impacted on life in Southampton and at
the University College, Southampton, 1939. Again the University College had given up
buildings to use as a hospital as well as a ARP depot. Southampton role as a port of
embarkation and as a military camp for the army also is evident.[30]
 

College seems just as full as ever – crowds of men too – some from London colleges. Part of the
college building is being used for a hospital and ARP depot etc. Crowds of cars outside labelled AFS,
Ambulance etc. but nobody has anything else to do but sit in the [f.1v] same cars and knit – the girls
that is of course.

We have elaborate sheets of cardboard up at Highfield windows which are fixed up with strips of
wood slipping into slots at the side. Only snag is that one can’t have air too, which is going to be very
difficult as they want people to work in each other’s rooms to save light so it will be awfully stuffy.

In air raids we are going to congregate in one of the downstairs corridors. It is awfully safe apparently
as there are two cement and steel [f.2r] floors above us there and rooms all round and no windows at
all.

The warden thinks we ought to be quite alright – especially as the school across the road has been
converted into a German prison.

The Common is horrid – all roped off, full of soldiers and rest camps. Lorry loads of troops are
continually going up and down outside our window, and we can hear troops being drilled at all hours
of the day.

MS 310/63 A4028

32. Photograph of students taken outside a sandbag protected University College of
Southampton, 4 October 1939
MS 310/43 A2038/2
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33. Letter from Martin Bell to Joan Broomfield describing the difficulties of train travel, 26
October/November 1940
MS12 A767/26

34. Ration book of Lawrence A.Burgess, Southampton, 1940s
MS 73 A643/12 folder 2

35. Ministry of Fuel and Power notice, urging consumers to make an effort to reduce use of
electricity between 8am and 1pm, 1945
MS 73 A643/12 folder 1

36. Ministry of Supply waste collection leaflet setting out the uses for recycled material in the
war effort, 1940s
MS 73 A643/30 

37. Instructions and information for stall holders for the Wounded Allies days market at
Caledonian Market, London, 6-7 June [1916], issued to Gladys, Lady Swaythling, who on
behalf of the Wounded Allies Relief Committee had hired a stall. 
Part of a list, annotated by Lady Swaythling, of firms approached to provide cigarettes to sell
on the stall.
MS 383 A4000/2/15

38. Letter from the Armée Belge, London, to Lady Swaythling, Chairman of the Wounded
Allied Relief Committee, informing her that soldiers at Allington Manor Sanitorium,
Eastleigh, are to be transferred to hospital in London, that the house will be returned to her
and thanking her for all her help, 11 April 1919
MS 383 A4000/2/15

39. Two photographs of Belgian soldiers and facilities at Allington Manor Sanitorium, a
property owned by the Swaythling family and handed over for the use as a hospital during the
First World War
MS 383 A4000/6/1/13

Country houses were required for medical use during the First World War as the large
numbers of wounded meant there were not enough hospitals able to cope with the seriously
disabled or even those simply convalescing. These houses were pressed into service or were
donated for the purpose, as their clean country air and fine grounds were considered most
helpful to rest and recuperation.
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40. ‘Your courage, your cheerfulness, your resolution will bring us victory’ poster, one of
three posters designed by the Home Planning Committee and printed to rally the population
of Britain for war. Production began in August 1939 by which time war was seen as
inevitable. One million ‘Your courage’ posters were produced alongside 600,000 ‘Freedom is
in peril’ posters and 2.5 million ‘Keep calm and carry on’ posters were printed, but only the
first two were ever distributed and posted everywhere.
MS 73 A643/30 

Case 5: Commemoration and reflection
War and the memory of it could be seen to form part of a nation’s self-image. The traditions
of how these war might be remembered or commemorated has developed over time. One such
tradition has been that of memorials, monuments either to a single individual or to a group of
people whose exploits were considered worthy of commemoration. Whilst the practice of
erecting memorials is much older, and material here relates to examples from the nineteenth
century,[41, 43] the majority of memorials found in the UK today date from the First World
War[42, 44-45] due to the scale of losses from that conflict. The memory of wars also could
be presented and shaped in other forms, such as in the memoirs and official histories of
conflicts. These have been produced both by individuals, such as the Duke of Wellington in
his Dispatches and other writings,[49-50] or groups of official historians appointed by the
state.[48] How far such memoirists or historians might present a partial or bias view of events
is a matter of consideration. 

More of a vehicle for reflection than commemoration, national days of worship dated back to
the mid-sixteenth century, but were revived with impact in the nineteenth century. Occasions
to either ask for forgiveness and assistance or to celebrate or give thanks, these were state
appointed events and were truly national in their reach. The fast days, or “days of
humiliation” as they were renamed in the 1850s were organised for a weekday with the
expectation that all work would be suspended. National days of prayer were to feature in both
the First and Second World Wars. 

41. Paper listing the amount of money subscribed by Arthur Wellesley, first Duke of
Wellington, to the National Monument of Scotland, February 1831. This monument, on
Carlton Hill, Edinburgh, is dedicated to the memory of Scottish soldiers and sailors who died
during the Peninsular War.
MS 61 Wellington Papers 1/1175/4 

42. Postcards of the Gordon memorial and the Cenotaph in Southampton
Peter Cook Postcard Collection PC 1811, PC 1873 and PC 1890 

General Gordon could be said to fall into the role of the soldier hero and his death led to what
was described as an “unprecedented wave of public grief”. Memorial statues were erected in
London, Chatham, Gravesend, Melbourne, Khartoum and Southampton. Gordon had stayed
with his sister in the city prior to his departure to Sudan.
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The Cenotaph at Watts Park, Southampton, was designed by Edwin Lutyens, who later went
on to design the Cenotaph in Whitehall, London. Lutyens’s Southampton Cenotaph was to
commemorate the casualties of the First World War. It features a cenotaph on a plinth atop a
gently curved pillar and the monument was intended to be abstract and graceful, encouraging
a perception of the soldier having fallen in a peaceful, "beautiful death".

43. Letter from Lord Lauderdale to Arthur Wellesley, first Duke of Wellington, soliciting a
subscription for a monument to Lord Hopetoun, 17 November 1823
Enclosed is a notice, in the hand of Lord Lauderdale, of a meeting about a monument to Lord
Hopetoun. 
MS 61 Wellington Papers 1/775/17 

General John Hope, fourth Earl of Hopetoun (1765-1823), enjoyed a distinguished military
career and served with first Sir John Moore and then Wellington in the Iberian Peninsula. He
was described by Wellington as “the ablest man in the Peninsular army”.

44. Leaflet setting out the aims of the Jewish War Memorial given in an address delivered by
Sir Waley Cohen, Chairman of the Executive, at the Jewish Inter-University Federation and
the Jewish Teachers’ Summer School, 1 August 1920
Notice of a meeting at the Central Hall, Westminster to vote on the establishment of a Jewish
War Memorial and the raising of funds to endow Jewish religious education and build and
endow a Jewish theological college, 11 June 1919
MS 116/87 AJ 232/2

45. Letter from Sir Robert Waley Cohen, Major F.C.Stern and Lord Swaythling to Major
Lionel de Rothschild setting out their ideas for the establishment of “a permanent war
memorial as a monument to the Jews of the British empire who have fallen in the war and as
a thank-offering for those who have been spared”, 5 May 1919 
MS 116/87 AJ 232/1

The Jewish War Memorial Council was formed in 1919 with the aim of establishing a war
memorial, led by a number of prominent Jewish communal figures such as Robert Waley
Cohen, Major F.C.Stern and second Lord Swaythling. The vision put forward by the Council
was not without controversy as it was viewed by others as trying to impose an idea of
“Traditional Judaism” onto the community. Nor was it to prove popular amongst Jewish
communities outside Great Britain. The Chief Rabbi’s report on his appeal for the Memorial
on his empire pastoral tour notes: “It is difficult to realise how little the aims and objects of
the Jewish War Memorial had been appreciated in the Overseas Dominions. At best, people
were lukewarm towards it; usually they were hostile and ignorant of its high purposes. Most
of the congregations wrote beforehand, some of them even to England, that while they
welcomed the approaching visit of the Chief Rabbi their attitude towards the War Memorial
would be a distinctly negative one.”
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46. Diary entry for Anthony Ashley Cooper, seventh Earl of Shaftesbury, 15 February 1855,
concerning the plans for a fast day or “day of humiliation” and reflection on the situation in
the Crimea: 

A day of success. May God be praised.... First efforts of the Bishop of London, Archbishop of
Canterbury, Gladstone and Palmerston, for a day of humiliation, have prospered. Most thankful was I
to-day to find P [Lord Palmerston] not only ready but urging that the day should be a special day, not
a Sunday.

MS 62 Broadlands Archives SHA/PD/6 f.249r 

47. ‘Religion and the war: (iii) prayers in wartime’: sermon preached by Revd Israel Mattuck,
2 March 1941, reflecting upon prayers for protection and for victory and the problems
attendant in praying for victory. A national day of prayer had been set for 23 March, at the
request of the King. 
MS 326 A2011/1/11/2

48. First draft of the Official History of the Second World War ‘Grand strategy August 1943-
August 1946: part I: August 1943-September 1944 II' by John Ehrman, Historical Branch of
the Cabinet Office
MS 350 A3002/1/2

Great Britain’s official history programme was established in 1908 in the wake of the South
African and Russo-Japanese wars. The aim of the official history programme was to provide
information to inform the public and enable the historians to construct their own independent
accounts of the past. However questions about the balance of the account have been raised
since the programme is administered by a small unit of the Cabinet Office, each history has to
be approved by a group of privy councillors and by the Prime Minister, and as the historians
work under the auspices of the Official Secrets Act with their manuscripts subject to vetting.

49. Note by Colonel John Gurwood, editor of Wellington’s Dispatches, concerning the
‘Memorandum on the battle of Waterloo’ written by Wellington wrote in September 1842,
after reading Lord Liverpools’s translation of Claude von Clausewitz’s account of the
campaign, to refute what he called “these lying works called histories”. 
MS 61 Wellington Papers 8/2/2 f. 13

50. Letter from Lord Greenoch to Colonel John Gurwood, discussing Wellington’s
memorandum on Waterloo, 25 September 1842
MS 61 Wellington Papers 8/3/18
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Thanks
Thanks to my colleagues in Special Collections, Hartley Library, for their work on this

exhibition.

The Special Collections Gallery
The Special Collections Gallery was created in 2004 with support from the Heritage Lottery
Fund and a major investment by the University of Southampton in the remodelling and
extension of the Hartley Library. There are three or four exhibitions each year based on the
collections. For information on forthcoming exhibitions, please see  
http://www.southampton.ac.uk/archives/exhibitions/calendar.html

Further information about the collections
The manuscript collections are described in two guides by C.M.Woolgar and K.Robson: A
guide to the archive and manuscript collections of the Hartley Library: MSS 1–200
(Southampton: University of Southampton Library, 1992) and A guide to the archive and
manuscript collections of the Hartley Library: MSS 201–300 (Southampton: University of
Southampton Library, 2000). The guides, with information about additional material and
more recent accessions, and detailed catalogues of some of the collections are available on the
Special Collections website, at http://www.southampton.ac.uk/archives/. The printed
collections are described in the Library’s main on-line public access catalogue, WebCat, at
http://www.southampton.ac.uk/library/. The websites contain information about arrangements
for access to the collections and opening times.

Karen Robson
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