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Special Collections Gallery Exhibition

‘When a traveller is in a strange place ...’: perspectives on romanticism
and revolution, 1790–1840

Between 1770 and 1850, the world was changed by closely linked ideas of liberty, revolution
and independence, on the one hand, and of romanticism, a new appreciation and enjoyment of
the natural world and man’s place in it, on the other. These new perceptions had an enduring
impact, but between 1790 and 1820 they left a world in turmoil. If man’s place in a wider
scheme of creation brought a new importance and responsibilities for himself and his fellow
men, notions of equality and liberty slid into aggression, cruelty and extreme violence —
which were to become significant elements in the struggles for independence. Soldiers’
memoirs glossed war for popular consumption and extraordinary feats of bravery were the
currency of a new breed of hero. Tourists might visit battlefields in homage, as well
recounting their travels through dramatic scenery. We can see an impact on the visual arts, in
new ways of presenting the landscape; poets and novelists created their own heroes, in
romantic settings. Political change, however, was as much intertwined with economics as it
was with liberty. Trade, especially free trade, was crucial for Britain’s development: overseas
markets, and the wealth of new nations, were as much the goal in British support for the
uprisings of the Spanish colonies of South America as notions of freedom itself — at least in
British eyes. The age was characterised by new opportunities for travel. Even if these were
circumscribed by war in the first part of the period, changes in communication, the
development of railways and steamships, made it much easier and affordable for many more
people to travel.

This exhibition focuses on these new ideas of romanticism and revolution, and their
currency in Britain and the Continent. Its perspectives are those of eyewitnesses: to
revolution, of those who took part in the struggles for independence, and those who travelled
Europe in homage to bravery and in search of the picturesque, appreciating the beauties of
nature, as well as those who brought back its ideas in publications, or who resisted their
introduction from motives of self-preservation, patriotism or common sense.

What impact did these ideas have on the port town of Southampton and its environs? As The
directory for the town of Southampton, alphabetically arranged (1803), put it: 

It frequently happens that when a traveller is in a strange place he may be led to fancy
it in the proportion of the information and company he meets with. On the other hand,
that same person may dislike it for want of those necessary introductions generally
required by strangers in a small country town, where liberality is too often wanting;
but in such a genteel place as Southampton, where the inhabitants are both civil and
courteous, the gentry sociable, wealthy and well informed, it is hardly possible that
any one can see a difference from those fashionable places, Weymouth, Brighton, etc.

The way that information was conveyed, in engravings, in the patriotic enthusiasms of
Southampton’s people, in their responses to revolution and to the beauties of the picturesque,
has much to tell us about the reception of the larger ideas that changed the world over two
generations.

Imports and exports through the port brought with them experience of travel and overseas
connection. The natural beauties of the area, particularly the Isle of Wight and the New



Forest, made these a destination for tourists; from Gothic ruins to promenades on the shore,
Southampton as a spa offered many attractions. The Southampton visitor was counselled to
frequent the News Room. ‘Most of the nobility and gentry make it a rendezvous for scientific
conversation, when the political source of the London newspapers, or other subjects of local
concern are exhausted.’ Beyond that, however, it was essential to ‘to obtain an introduction to
William Lynne, esq., who is Master of the Ceremonies, and to subscribe to the New
Assembly Room (being one guinea for the season) which opens on the 4th of June, in
compliment to His Majesty’s birthday, and closes at the latter end of September.’
Southampton, too, was on the front line in the struggles against France that dominated
thinking between 1790 and 1815.

Case 1 Ideas
Hampshire people visited the Continent in the early 1790s and sent back accounts at first
hand of revolution and its ideas. The second Viscount Palmerston, a Whig politician, had
travelled widely in Europe. Among his acquisitions were collections of books and paintings;
his house at Broadlands had a gallery specially created to house the classical sculpture that he
had purchased. He was keenly interested in ideas and events in France, and he was in Paris in
the summers of both 1791 and 1792. In July 1791 he visited the National Assembly, in
advance of the debate on the future of the King Louis XVI of France, who had attempted to
flee the country with his family.

‘Pelham has been with me and introduced me to a friend of his the Vicompte de Noailles, a
very agreable man who is one of the persons that takes a considerable part in the National
Assembly. He has carried me there this morning. This day being Sunday is not a day of much
business which I was not sorry for as by that means I got a good place tho’ we went late and I
was better pleased the first time to have an opportunity of looking about at my ease and
seeing the appearance and form of their proceeding. It is very much what I expected from the
accounts I had read of it. ... The great question — what is to be done with the King — is to
come on on Tuesday and I hope to hear it. The issue I understand from Monsieur de Noailles
will be what I have allways supposed it must be, to restore him to his former situation and
take no notice of what has passed. Any other measure would be heaping difficulties on those
they allready have to encounter. His going away was not contrary to any existing law as the
decree that says he must not quit the Assembly more than to a certain distance had never been
sanctioned. The language therefore is that his flight has made him very contemptible but not
guilty. He and the Queen are at present very close prisoners in the Tuilleries, no person but
the National Assembly or persons with them being admitted into the gardens and soldiers
encamped under their windows.’

1  Letter from the second Viscount Palmerston, Paris, to his wife, Mary, 9 July 1791. 

‘Sunday: Pelham has been with me and introduced me to a friend of his the Vicompte de
Noailles, a very agreable man who is one of the persons that takes a considerable part in the
National Assembly. He has carried me there this morning. This day being Sunday is not a day
of much business which I was not sorry for as by that means I got a good place tho’ we went
late and I was better pleased the first time to have an opportunity of looking about at my ease
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and seeing the appearance and form of their proceeding. It is very much what I expected from
the accounts I had read of it. Nothing has occurred very interesting of late except a decree
which will affect all emigrants extremely who are to be heavily taxed if they do not return but
I am not certain of the exact degree. The great question — what is to be done with the King
— is to come on on Tuesday and I hope to hear it. The issue I understand from [f.2r]
Monsieur de Noailles will be what I have allways supposed it must be, to restore him to his
former situation and take no notice of what has passed. Any other measure would be heaping
difficulties on those they allready have to encounter. His going away was not contrary to any
existing law as the decree that says he must not quit the Assembly more than to a certain
distance had never been sanctioned. The language therefore is that his flight has made him
very contemptible but not guilty. He and the Queen are at present very close prisoners in the
Tuilleries, no person but the National Assembly or persons with them being admitted into the
gardens and soldiers encamped under their windows.

I am going tonight to the Club of the Jacobins where I expect to hear some warm
debating. Lord Sheffield is to be introduced in form as a member of the British Parliament a
ceremony which I hope to escape as I understand it is not at all necessary.

I never was more struck with anything than I am in going about Paris with the total
absence of everything like people of fashion. Their houses are shut up and not one genteel
carriage or person (a very few men excepted) have I seen in the streets.

Tomorrow there is to be a very curious ceremony which is the triumphant entry of the
body of Voltaire which is removed from the place where it was deposited and is to be carried
with a long procession and the highest honours [f.2v] to the place of its destination.

Sunday night
I have been at the Jacobins and heard a very curious debate. The question was an adjourned
one from a former day whether the King could or should be tried. The assembly consisted of
8 or 900 people in a room which has been the church of a convent but is now fitted up as a
House of Parliament. I told you in the former part of my letter that the National Assembly are
disposed by a very great majority to determine in the most favourable manner with respect to
the King. This is true but the disposition of the people in general of Paris is extremely violent
the other way and from the accounts I hear and from the addresses that are duely presented to
the Assembly it seems that the same sentiments prevail very generally thro’ the kingdom.
When I came to the Jacobins a very dull speaker was making a very tiresome speech in favour
of the King which was interrupted at the end of every three or four sentences by a most
violent clamour of disapprobation, which lasted about 5 minutes each time and did not tend to
shorten the business as the speaker was not to be intimidated. When he had at length done a
Monsieur Brissot got up who is reckon’d one of the ablest men of that society and made a
most violent declamatory and inflammatory speech against the King concluding [f.3r] that he
might and ought to be tried. This was received with as many interruptions as the other but of a
different kind consisting of shouts of applause, clapping hands and waving of hats such as
alltogether was the most painfull thing to the ears I ever experienced. These two speeches
took up all the time. The debate was farther adjourned and they concluded by ordering the last
speech to be printed and distributed over the whole country. All this flame which is stirring
up puts the National Assembly in a very difficult situation as they must either act against their
own determined and declared opinion or against what appears at least to be that of the nation
in a business in which the utmost violence seems to prevail. Monsieur de Noailles who
carried us there seemed very much hurt at Brissot’s speech and said he would have given one
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of his fingers it had not been made at this moment. The Duke of Orleans was there, he is very
low in esteem but full of projects. He has declared publickly he will never be regent but
Monsieur de Sillery a man devoted to him proposed in a committee of the Assembly to
depose the King, proclaim the Dauphin and make the Duke of Chartres, the Duke of Orleans’
son, who is but a lad himself regent. This was not well received but only served to shew the
duplicity [f. 3v] of that party.’

MS 62 Broadlands Archives BR20/8/1

2  Lord Palmerston’s passport, showing how in 1792, he and his family left Paris on 6/7
August, three days before the King of France was deposed, and travelled south, passing
Nemours on 8 August and then making for Lyons, which they reached on 14 August, en route
for Switzerland
MS 62 Broadlands Archives BR11/17/5

3  Letter from Mary, Viscountess Palmerston, to her brother, Benjamin Mee, describing the
family’s departure from Paris, their journey to Lyons and thence into Switzerland, August
1792.

‘August the 15th. We left Lyons about nine. The road lays along the banks of the Rhone for
some time, but low and marshy. We were much incommoded in the two first stages by
crowds of people, who being the very refuse of the mob and under no discipline, were to say
the truth very unpleasant travellers. These volunteers were going to join the army at
Stratsburgh. They abused us all the way but offer’d no kind of violince and I rejoiced
excessively when we parted by our route lying a different way from them. The people in the
towns did not profess liking them better than we did. The generality of those we conversed
with in the towns appear strongly attach’d to the government as settled in ’91 and to abhor the
cruelty of the Parisians. The road had nothing remarkable till we came to the Ain. by the side
of which we enter’d the mountains and had very fine scenes round us till we came to Cerdon
a small town surrounded with very picturesque hills. We dined and slept here, and during the
time our dinner was serving we took a walk in this romantick valley and met with two curées
who were walking in their garden, very elegant and sensible men. They said the people were
contented and happy, and except on Sunday, and fetes, had no time to spare from the
cultivation of their ground to bestow on the arrangement of government and they scarcely
knew what was passing at Paris. Happy ignorance which I trust they will preserve. This as I
am told is quite in the Swiss style. Nothing can be more lovely. I should like to pass a week in
traversing the path about Cerdon. 
Thursday the 16th of August. We ascended from Cerdon a very long hill with very romantik
scenery. I walked a great part of the way ....
.....
Our passports and baggage were examined at Coulange as being a frontier place but both with
the greatest civility. And it is but justice to say that this has been the case ever since we
enter’d France. Tho’ our passports have been frequently ask’d for no difficulty has been ever
made. Nor has one hour been lost (except when we left Paris by the detention of the poor
children) in the whole journey. We arrived at Secherson about 2, a single house near the lake,
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about ¾ of a mile from the gates of Geneva and I feel not a little happy to think we have
pass’d thro’ France without danger and have no further to go in that country for the present
for the accounts of their cruelties fills one with horror and makes one doubt whether they are
not the most savage of mankind. ....’

Broadlands Archives MS 62 BR11/18/6 

4  The Anti-Jacobin, or Weekly Examiner, number 22, 9 April 1798: a letter from Samuel
Shallow, allegedly the apprentice of a Warwickshire shoemaker, his father, recounting his
brush with politics, constitutions and his expectations of divorce (one of the more bizarre
ideas that came with Jacobinism). Events on the Continent were watched with a keen eye.
1797 had seen the French land at Fishguard, Bonaparte’s ‘Army of England’ was at
Boulogne, and May 1798 saw uprising in Ireland. Britain had no continental allies beyond
Portugal. Although here presented satirically, the threat from the likes of Citizen Rigshaw
was for many a real one. The Anti-Jacobin was founded by George Canning and a group of
similarly-minded political friends in 1797, in the wake of the collapse of negotiations with
France, to put over the government’s point of view and to refute the misrepresentation and
misinformation of the Jacobins and opposition newspapers.
Rare Books, Per A; 36072

5  Letter from William Carr Beresford, first Baron Beresford, to Arthur Wellesley, first Duke
of Wellington, at Lisbon, on the political situation in Spain and Portugal, 18 March 1820.
Events at Cadiz in January had ushered in what was to become known as the ‘Liberal
triennium’ in Spain, with an uprising led by Rafael del Riego.

‘It is difficult to say how this will end [f.1v] or if His Majesty [the King of Spain] will escape
from the turbulence of the times. By our last accounts from Madrid the public frenzy was still
in movement and up to then the events there resemble strongly those of the beginning of the
French Revolution. The prisons of the Inquisition were the Bastile of Madrid and the conduct
held to the King was precisely that shown to Louis the 16th. We hope however the
comparison may hold no further. The troops in Andalusia and Estremadura were frien[ds] to
the King, and Riego had been beat and defeated in battle, and was reduced to 30 followers,
flying as it would appear to the Portuguez frontier.’

MS 61 Wellington Papers 1/641/12

6  A contemporary copy, made by the Foreign Office, of a translation of a letter from Luiz de
Onis, the Spanish envoy at London, to Robert Stewart, second Marquis of Londonderry,
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, relating to a message sent by the President of the
United States of America regarding the recognition of the independence of the Spanish
colonies in America, 7 May 1822. Onis has been directed by his government to draw the
attention of the British government to the declaration he made on 25 February 1822 that the
Spanish government would consider the partial or absolute recognition of the independence
of the colonies at all times to be a violation of treaties, pending the negotiations between
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some of them and Spain. In refuting the claims of the President of the United States, Onis
hoped for a unanimity of sentiment and action between Britain and Spain.

‘The message of the President of the United States is conceived in such terms that it
affords ground which are sufficient to efface the impression which it might produce. The facts
cited as data for the solution of the problem are either entirely misrepresented or devoid of the
requisite accuracy.

In the documents on which the message purports to be founded, it is stated that no
accounts had yet been received from Mr Prevost deputed to Lima; it is thence inferred that
they were not yet in possession of sufficient information respecting the state of that country
which is far from being such as to show that the cause of Spain need be despaired of as she
has still an army there, and finds that the inhabitants recover from their surprize and are even
highly dissatisfied with the yoke of the army assuming the name of “Deliverer”.’

MS 61 Wellington Papers 1/711/2

7  Letter from Amicus, Lima, to Arthur Wellesley, first Duke of Wellington, outlining the
involvement of the United States of America in Latin American affairs since 1823, and
describing the revolution in Chile, 6 January 1830. ‘Amicus’ was a long-time correspondent
of Wellington, briefing him on South American affairs.

‘Not only as a soldier but as a magistrate O’Higgins was the alfa and the omega in his
country. Therefore since his retiring from office, which as I have already stated was chiefly
the work of Lord Cochrane, the government of Chili has been in the hands of men, who in
England wou’d be consigned to spend their lives in the treadmill. It wou’d be impossible for
Your Lordship to conceive in its full extent the shameless and flagitious corruption of the
several presidents and ministers who have governed Chili during the last seven years. The
truth, however, will yet be told. [f. 9r] The people of the south of Chili especially of the
province of Concepcion, who are distinguished for being the most warlike as well as the most
industrious of any of South America, tired and disgusted with the nefarious system carried on
in the capital, and aware that O’Higgins, who is a native of and idolized in that province,
wou’d never return until that system shou’d be put an end to, resolved to endure it no longer.
The execution of this determination was hastened by the corruption and injustice manifested
in the election of General Pinto to the presidency about the middle of last September, which
was effected not only in opposition to the wishes but in gross violation of the rights of the
province of Concepcion. The indignation of that province was further augmented by a report
generally believed that General Pinto had actually entered into a treaty with the French
government for putting a Bourbon prince on a throne in Chili, and with that view had allowed
the French marine to form an establishment in Chiloe.

Acting under these feelings and impressions the provincial assembly of Concepcion
on the 1st of October last declared that it was necessary that General Pinto shou’d be removed
from the government, his election being effected by fraud and corruption, and General Prieto
then commanding the troops of the province was ordered to march upon the capital for that
purpose.

[f.9v] He accordingly put his troops in motion with that object, and during a march of
400 miles was hailed by the whole country he passed thro’ as a deliverer. As he approached
the capital all the troops commanded by native officers joined his standard, and General Pinto
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resigned the presidency and fled on board a French frigate in the harbour of Valparaiso for
protection. This occurred about the middle of November.

Under these circumstances General Prieto was not a little astonished on arriving
within a few leagues of the capital (St Iago) to find his further advance opposed by a
considerable force commanded — by whom ? By Chileno chiefs, Your Lordship will of
course say. No such thing. But by General Viel, a Frenchman, and two French coronels who
had the command of battalions ...’

MS 61 Wellington Papers 1/1084/2

Case 2 The hero
There was a fervent patriotic response among many Britons to the threat of the French
Revolution, and to the succession of wars that followed. The struggle against Napoleon saw
British involvement in Spain and Portugal, in the Peninsular War, and a remarkable series of
victories by the future Duke of Wellington. Local defence in Britain was bolstered by
volunteers and by voluntary contributions to the war effort. In Hampshire, the events of the
French Revolution and the war against France brought both loyal demonstrations and
practical arrangements for defence. The Loyal Lusitanian Legion was raised in 1808 from
Portuguese volunteers in England. It went to Portugal under the command of Sir Robert
Wilson, who had the rank of brigadier general in the Portuguese army. It was a good example
of how Portuguese forces could be trained and organised to work co-operatively with both the
British army and Spanish forces. In June to July 1809, the Legion served in co-operation with
Wellington, against the French in Estremadura, taking part in the battle of Talavera.  In 1810,
the force was absorbed into the Portuguese army. Some corps, like the Loyal Lusitanian
Legion, were formed among emigrés, sometimes with British officers, and served overseas.
Gentlemen volunteers, however patriotic and glamorous in their inspiration, were not the
largest or the most effective contribution to British forces overseas. In the Peninsula,
resistance against French invasion, while hard to sustain, was buoyed up by accounts of
virtuous service by all hands, even by women. The reality was different. Military service had
two facets: in its execution, it was violent, sometimes without control, and far from romantic;
Wellington’s victory at Vitoria in 1813 was followed within days by accounts of British
troops pillaging and looting, and the Duke complained that he had in the service ‘the scum of
the earth’. With hindsight, however, the valour of the participants acquired a more attractive
hue, even if soldiers’ accounts did not shirk the details of what had happened. Heroes were
honoured with marks of distinction for their services; battlefields became tourist destinations
(although the sense of place that they presented was clearly shocking for some while after the
event); and memoirs of military service formed a popular genre.

8  Handbill, Lymington, 21 April 1794, with the resolutions of the committee there submitted
to the general committee of subscribers for the augmentation of the militia of the county of
Hampshire, and for the furtherance of any other plan for the defence of the said county, for
the formation of volunteer companies, especially in coastal towns, noting also the importance
of co-ordinating defence along the coast and for working with the Christchurch committee.
Cope Collection ff SOU 06.5, Southampton Handbills; 52–202652
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9  Handbill, Southampton, 2 April 1798: a requisition to the Mayor of Southampton for a
meeting to consider forming a volunteer corps of infantry, with an announcement of the
meeting.
Cope Collection ff SOU 06.5, Southampton Handbills; 52–202652

10 Resolutions from the Southampton town meeting, 7 April 1798, for the formation of a
volunteer corps of infantry
Cope Collection ff SOU 06.5, Southampton Handbills; 52–202652

11  Letter from Brigadier General Sir Robert Wilson, Castello Branco, Portugal, to Arthur
Wellesley, first Duke of Wellington, about the Loyal Lusitanian Legion and its movements,
20 June 1809

‘I have the honor to inform you that I have this day received a notification from Marshal
Beresford that the Lusitanian Legion is to be under my command and that we are to be under
your immediate orders, but the Marshal has directed me to unite the two battalions and to
save them in such a situation as to enable me to act in conformity with your plan of
movement. I had suggested to the Marshal, Sarza Maior [Zarza La Mayor], as it was of
importance to be in the neighbourhood of a town, as that post was not exposed, and as none
of the towns on the frontiers of Portugal afforded the necessary conveniences. I should wish
to march the Second Battalion on its arrival here to that place, if Your Excellency approves of
it, especially as I am anxious to be with the First Battalion for a few days for many reasons. I
feel very much flattered at the [f.1v] prospect of serving under Your Excellency’s orders and
altho’ the Legion may be in a ragged condition I trust that their general conduct will make up
for any deficiency in their appearance.’

MS 61 Wellington Papers 1/264/25

12  Letter from Sir Robert Wilson, Nombela, to Arthur Wellesley, first Duke of Wellington,
transmitting captured documents and other information, 2 August 1809

‘A party has just brought me in a courier with letters to Segovia, Villa Castilla, etc. I have
opened those which appeared to me official; they do not seem to be of any consequence but in
a private letter, I find the enemy had the intention of besieging Rodrigo, while at the same
time they were fortifying Avila.’

MS 61 Wellington Papers 1/271/9

13  Despatch from Arthur Wellesley, first Duke of Wellington, Talavera de la Reina, Spain,
to Robert Stewart, Viscount Castlereagh, the Secretary of State for War and the Colonies, 24
July 1809:

‘My Lord, According to the arrangement which I had settled with General Cuesta, the army
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broke up from Placentia on the 17th and 18th instant; and reached Oropesa on the 20th, where
it formed a junction with the Spanish army under his command. Sir Robert Wilson had
marched from the Venta de Bazagona on the Tietar with the Lusitanian Legion, a battalion of
Portuguese chasseurs and two Spanish battalions on the 15th; he arrived at Arenas on the 19th
and at Escalona on the Alberche on the 23rd. General Vanegas had also been directed to
break up [f.1v] from Madrilejos on the 18th and 19th and to march by Tembleque and Ocaña
to Fuente Dueñas on the Tagus, where that river is crossed by a ford, and thence to Arganda
where he was to arrive on the 22nd and 23rd.

On the 22nd the combined armies moved from Oropesa and the advanced guard
attacked the enemy’s outposts at Talavera. ....’

MS 61 Wellington Papers 1/270/8

14  The battle of Vitoria: draft of a despatch from Arthur Wellesley, first Duke of Wellington,
Huarte, Spain, to Lieutenant General Lord William Bentinck, 1 July 1813

‘My Lord, I have had the honor of receiving Your Lordship’s dispatches Nos. 1, 2 and 3 of
the 19th and 20th of June, the first having a postscript dated Alicante the 23rd instant.

The enemy’s army commanded by King Joseph was totally defeated by that of the
allies under my command in a general action fought near Vitoria on the 21st June. The enemy
lost 151 pieces of cannon, all their ammunition, baggage, treasure, etc. They have since fled
into France followed by our troops — General Clausel with about 12,000 men of the Army of
the North was on the Ebro during the action. He has since made various attempts to get into
France by the passes northward of Vitoria, and by Pampeluna. I marched against him with a
detachment on the 29th from the neighbourhood of [f.1v] Pampeluna to endeavour to cut him
off; but he arrived at Tudela de Ebro before I could reach him, and continue his march upon
Saragossa; and I then considered it more for the advantage of the allies to leave the road into
France open for this corps by Jaca, than by pushing the pursuit farther to force Clausel to join
himself with Suchet.

I have therefore returned and am now on my way to the frontier to superintend the
operations of the troops there. Pampeluna is blockaded. ...’

MS 61 Wellington Papers 1/373/1

15  Private letter from Arthur Wellesley, first Duke of Wellington, Huarte, to Henry Bathurst,
third Earl Bathurst, Secretary of State for War and the Colonies, on the behaviour of British
troops in the aftermath of Vitoria, 2 July 1813

‘My Dear Lord
I inclose the copy of a letter from the Governor of Victoria which shews how our men are
going on in that neighbourhood. These men are detachments from the different regiments of
the army who were sent to Victoria the day after the battle each under officers, in order to
collect the wounded and their arms and accountrements. It is quite impossible for me or any
other man to command a British army under the existing system. We have in the service the
scum of the earth as common soldiers, and of late years we have been doing everything in our
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power both by law and by the publications [f. 1v] to relax the discipline by which alone such
men can be kept in order. The officers of the lower ranks will not perform the duty required
from them in order to keep their soldiers in order and it is next to impossible to punish any
officer for neglects of this description. As to the non-commissioned officers as I have
repeatedly stated, they are as bad as the men; and too near them in point of pay and situation
by the regulations of late years to expect them to do anything to keep the men in order.

It is really a disgrace to have anything to say to such men as some of our soldiers are.’

MS 61 Wellington Papers 1/373/6 

16  Copy, in the hand of Miguel Ricardo de Alava, the Spanish liaison officer at Wellington’s
headquarters, of the letter from Josef Garret, the Governor of Vitoria, 28 June 1813, enclosed
in Wellington’s letter to Lord Bathurst

‘Excellentisimo Señor, no puede darse una idea de los abusos que se cometen en esta ciudad y
su comarca por los soldados ingleses. El ciudadano pacifico es atropellado, sus propriedades
no son respetadas; sus casas, los almacenes, las aduanas publicas son furzadas, y hasta los
miembros mismos del ayuntamento miembres tan dispues de atencion por su destino como
por su calidad paradecen los efectos de este desorden, y son embarasados en sus operaciones
para el servias del exercito. Mas no est esto solo: los habitantes estan privados de libertad, y
no se atrevan á salir de sus cases á horas comodas de la noche, ní a extenderse en sus paseos
compestres. Los paysanos de los pueblos imediatos reusan[?] el venir á esta ciudad, sus
negocios se dilatan; no llegan viveres, y el servico se entorpece. Todo esto Excelentisimo 
[f. 3v] Señor contribuye á que falten le medios de subsistencia, y á que los havitantes se
afligan y anígueln.

MS 61 Wellington Papers 1/373/6 

Most excellent sir, I cannot give you a idea of the abuses that are committed in this town and
its neighbourhood by the English soldiers. The peaceful citizen is pushed aside, his property
is not respected, his houses, the stores, the public customs house are broken into, and even the
members of the municipal government ... But that is not all: the inhabitants are deprived of
their liberty, and cannot leave their houses to search for food at night, nor to go for walks in
the country. The countrymen of the villages immediately roundabout do not come to this
town; their business is held up; foodstuffs do not arrive, and their service is slowed down. All
this most excellent sir, contributes to a lack of supplies and inflicts pain on the inhabitants.

17  Poetical essays on military subjects, from the Military Panorama for August 1813: a
selection of poems on the battle of Vitoria
Ward Collection 39, vol. 2

18  Visiting the battlefield of Salamanca: diary of Samuel Holt Beevor, from a Manchester
merchant family, 7–8 October 1812
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‘When we got to the Plaza Mayor, we had to wait near an hour before we got any quarters, for
it is a fact that no such thing as an inn is in Salamanca. After Francisco had been in every part
of the town, we were oblig’d to take up with one room — we paid for this room 2 dollars a
day — not large, and rather dark, the windows being small, they were whitewashing it when
we took possession. In less than an hour we found the fleas attacking in all directions, I
tonight was obliged to sleep in my clothes on some boxes, my bed being so wet. I however
did very well.

8 [October 1812] We got our mules about eleven o’clock and in the town spoke a soldier of
the 48th and got him to go with us to the field of battle of the glorious 22nd of July 1812. It is
about a league from the town where the first charge was made by the British on the French,
who were on some rising ground. The country here is all corn and is a succession of gently
rising hills (or rather then ground rises and falls every hundred yards) the whole plough’d for
hundreds of acres. There are two or three small villages in the scene of action. They’d
suffer’d a good deal from the firing but are now refitted. According to the information our
guide gave us (and he was an eyewitness (as also he had been at Talavera, Albuera, Ciudad
Rodrigo, Badazos and other places), the British gave the French possession of 2 important
hills and other advanta[geous] ground, in order to induce them to give battle. It was however
commenc’d (after the armies had been [p. 102] many days in sight of each other and all this
day very near) by some parties from both armies going for water to the wells in the villages
before mention’ed and some skirmishing ensued which gradually brought on a general
engagement. Our troops continually drove them from one height to another, the French firing
grape and musketry until we were within about a hundred yards, then our soldiers fired a
volley and advanc’d with the bayonet, the French retreating again to another eminence
wherever our men came up with them dreadful carnage enused. After the battle our army
pursued the French many days and the dead were left to be buried by the Spaniards, who
however only stripped the bodies and interr’d the English, leaving both French and
Portuguese naked on the ground; when we were there near three months after, we saw great
numbers of bodies in various parts, some complete skeletons, others in different states of
decay, sometimes horses and their riders lay side by side. This was the prospect for many
hundred yards that we went over, but the stench became so strong that we did not go the place
where the greatest slaugter was made in a wood about a mile farther. Many bodies had been
put under ground a few days before [by] the peasantry, purely because they want to plough
the ground as usual, and I suppose the rest will now get interr’d on the same account, except
those that are in the woods. There were many kites and some vultures [p. 103] feeding on the
carcases, and also a great number of pigs and dogs were in various parts.’

MS 362, pp. 101–2

19  Letter from Henry John Temple, third Viscount Palmerston, Secretary at War, Brussels, to
his sister, Elizabeth, Brussels, 29 October 1818, on a visit to the battle of Waterloo.
Palmerston’s tour had included a ball attended by the Emperor of Russia, the King of Prussia
and the Duke of Wellington, as well as the fortifications on the border between France and
the Netherlands.

‘I am afraid our allies the Belgians want much of that “spirit never to submit or yield” which
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is necessary to enable them successfully to defend their territory. We slept at Namur and
came on to this place [Brussels] today, seeing Quatres Bras and Waterloo in our way — by
the assistance of a good plan and description and some peasants we met on the ground, we
satisfied ourselves completely about Waterloo — walked over the position of our army,
picked some bullets out of the orchards of La Haie Sainte and Hougomont, cut a bundle of
sticks at the latter enough to beat [c]lothes with during the rest of our lives, bought [a] French
sword which probably never [saw] the battle, and came on here b[y] ½ past 8 this evening.
Tomorrow we see this town, the next day go to Antwerp, and shall probably be at Calais on
Wednesday evening. We go by Ghent and Tournay. We are in the Hotel d’Angleterre where
we have been rejoiced to find a clean, well furnished room with a casket and mahogony
table...’

MS 62 Broadlands Archives BR24/11/15

20  Wellington, shortly after the Battle of Fuentes de Oñoro, from J.Kincaid, Random shots
from a rifleman (London, 1835)
Ward Collection 135

21  Un tour en Espagne, de 1807 à 1809, ou mémoires d’un soldat, fait prisonnier à la
bataille de Baylen .... (2 vols. in 1; Paris, 1820): ‘Carte de la partie des royaumes de Jaën et
de Cordoue et des principales opérations des Corps d’Armée aux ordres du Général Dupon en
1808, dans cette partie de la Péninsule’
Ward Collection 258

22  Engraving of La Condesa de Bureta in the ruins of the Spanish city of Zaragoza. During
the first French siege of city, in August 1808, she distinguished herself, along with other
women, by bringing provisions to the combatants and help to the wounded. This engraving
was produced as part of a series of 36 for Agustín Alcaide Ibieca’s Historia de los dos Sitios
que pusieron a Zaragoza en los años 1808 y 1809 [History of the sieges of Zaragoza in 1808
and 1809] (4 vols., Madrid and Zaragoza, 1830–4)
MS 234/XIII/4

23  Letter from Edward Hawke Locker, a civil commissioner of Greenwich Hospital, to
Arthur Wellesley, first Duke of Wellington, sending the prospectus for his work on naval
heroes, 23 September 1830, to be published under the patronage of the sailor king, William
IV, with plates taken from the paintings in the gallery at Greenwich and others in the
possession of the King. Locker starts his letter with an appeal to the Wellington’s memory of
the Peninsular War: ‘While secretary to Lord Exmouth in the Mediterranean many years ago,
Lord John Russell and I had the honour of being entertain’d by Your Grace at Vega in the
Pyrenees, with a kindness of hospitality which is fresh in my memory, though doubtless
forgotten by yourself.’
MS 61 Wellington Papers 1/1142/4
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Case 3  Objects
Ideas and the acts of heroism might find their expression in material form. Books purchased
overseas brought back to Britain the ideas and arguments of revolution and romanticism, and
an interest in foreign culture, which did much to enrich British intellectual life. The second
Viscount Palmerston, while in Paris in 1791, bought eclectically. The volumes purchased by
Richard, Marquess Wellesley, in Spain in 1809, where he was the British ambassador,
contained many historical works, as well as pamphlets on the revolution. Physical memories
were evoked by the objects picked up on the field of battle, and by the recreation, often in
romantic mode, of the engagements themselves in large-scale paintings. These last were
compelling public attractions; many were reproduced as engravings, and some of the most
significant images were exhibited in galleries across Britain.

24  Receipted account for books bought in Paris by Lord Palmerston, from Le Gros, paid 16
September 1791. Heading the list is the 41 volume edition of a collection of ‘fairy stories’
and exotic tales, Le cabinet des fées: ou collection choisie des contes des fées, et autres
contes merveilleux, ornés de figures, published in Geneva from 1785–9, with a supposed
continuation of the 1001 Nights. The volumes were edited by Charles-Joseph Mayer.
MS 62 Broadlands Archives BR11/17/2

25  Lists of books purchased for Richard, Marquess Wellesley, British ambassador to Spain
and subsequently Foreign Secretary, in Spain in early 1809. Among those books bought at
Seville in January 1809 and in Valencia in March that year were pamphlets on the revolution;
as well works of history, including chronicles and historical collections of legal material.
MS 63/48

26  George Jones executed a series of paintings of the battle of Waterloo (sufficient in
number to earn him the soubriquet ‘Waterloo Jones’). The series were exhibited at the Royal
Academy and the British Institution (in Pall Mall) in the years after 1815. This letter from Sir
Charles Long to Arthur Wellesley, first Duke of Wellington, 20 February 1820, invites the
Duke to see one of Jones’ paintings at the British Institution.

‘My dear Duke
I want much to go with you to our Gallery, in Pall Mall, to look at Jones’s picture of the
Battle of Waterloo. In point of painting it is very good, with respect to arrangement and just
representation I am no judge. He is however among the painters the person who can execut
such a subject the best ...’

MS 61 Wellington Papers 1/639/9

27  Correspondence between Wellington, E.J.Littleton and the Society of Arts at
Birmingham, about the possibility of exhibiting Sir David Wilkie’s Chelsea Pensioners and
the Waterloo dispatch in Birmingham in the summer of 1830. Littleton — later the first
Baron Hatherton — had married, Hyacinthe, one of the children of Richard, Marquess
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Wellesley, Wellington’s eldest brother.

MS 61 Wellington Papers 1/1132/13

Letter from E.J.Littleton to the Duke, 2 August 1830:
‘I cannot better execute the commission given me by the Society of Arts at

Birmingham than by sending you the enclosed letter.
The exhibition of paintings are likely to encourage and inform a taste for the arts in a

town and district where the general diffusion of a more correct knowledge of them would be
of [f.1v] great service to their manufacture.

The exhibitions are handsomely supported by all the neighbouring families and are
much resorted to by all classes.’

Letter from J.W. Unitt, honorary secretary of the Society of Arts, Birmingham, 28 July 1830.
‘Sir, the exhibition of modern paintings at the rooms of the Society of Arts in this

town, will open for this year, the latter end of next month. You may recollect that the Society
were last year favoured by the Duke of Wellington, on your kind application, with the loan of
his beautiful picture ‘The illicit still’ by Landseer. The committee are very anxious to have it
in their power to exhibit another of the Duke’s pictures this year, and I have been desired to
write to you to request you will have the goodness to ask His Grace if he will again do the
Society [f.3v] the honour of lending us for exhibition ‘The Chelsea Pensioner’ by Wilkie. I
scarce need add that the most scrupulous care will be taken of the picture, and that the society
will duly appreciate the loan of it.

Copy of Wellington’s reply to Littleton, 3 August 1830: ‘I would with pleasure send the
picture which you mention to be exhibited at Birmingham if I had it. But it is in the
possession of Wilkie for the purpose of being engraved. If he should return it to me by the
end of this month I will let you know and will send the picture to Birmingham with great
pleasure.’

28  Catalogue of the Waterloo Museum 97, Pall Mall, established in the year 1815 (London,
1816)
Rare Books DC 241 CAT; 0044728 

Case 4  The picturesque
Although travellers reported extensively on the landscape and character of places in their
tours of the Continent, like the visit made by Henry Swinburne to Vitoria and the Basque
Country in the mid-1770s, these sights were much less accessible to many than domestic
scenery — although war service overseas brought a new constituency of sight-seer.
Hampshire, the New Forest and the Isle of Wight offered picturesque destinations for leisured
travellers, particularly when the Continent was inaccessible during wartime. The Revd
William Gilpin, the rector of Boldre in the New Forest, wrote at length on picturesque beauty
generally, illustrating his work with scenes from the Forest and the Isle of Wight. An
aesthetic appreciation of the countryside attracted visitors well into the Victorian era,
recording their visits in journals for personal consumption — or, in some cases, in published
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form. Gothic ruins at local sites, like the thirteenth-century Cistercian abbey at Netley, were a
particular attraction. Netley was also the subject of a historical novel, and the fact that there
survive some hundreds of engravings of the site largely produced between 1780 and 1850,
some at least in prints runs that must have run into 1000s, speaks to Netley’s popularity as a
site with romantic appeal.

29  Henry Swinburne, Travels through Spain in the years 1775 and 1776 (2 vols., London,
1787): volume 2
Hartley Collection DP 34; o/s 4324

30  Journal of William Mogg (1796–1875), of Woolston, Southampton. Mogg joined the
Royal Navy as a volunteer in 1811, serving in the continental blockade of the Napoleonic war
and taking part, subsequently, in survey expeditions to the Arctic and South America,
including his voyage on the Beagle, 1827–30, with Darwin. Mogg’s journal was written up in
the mid-nineteenth century, and illustrated with prints he had purchased. These give the
journal more of the appearance of an account of a romantic journey. Cove Harbour [Cobh],
Cork, was a major marshalling point for British military forces, preparing to depart for service
overseas. It was from here that Wellington’s Peninsular army was to depart in 1808.

‘Malta: A few weeks after received orders to proceed to England taking our departure on the
5th August and after a tedious passage of nearly six weeks [p. 30] arrived at Plymouth, but in
consequence of the outbreak of the American War [1814], our little vessel [HMS Haughty]
was expeditiously refitted and dispatched to the coast of Ireland. When off Kinsale, near the
Cove of Cork, boarded a brig (coal laden) bound to Bordeaux in France, from which one
seaman was impressed, whose captain entered a protest, and immediately put his helm up and
ran into the Cove of Cork harbour, where he surrendered the vessel to the collector of
Customs; the next day we also reached the same port, but before the anchor was let go, a
signal was made for the commander at the Admiral’s office, whose conduct it appeared had
placed him under legal difficulties, with the only mode of extricating himself was by
compromise restoring the press’d man, taking charge of and conveying the brig in safety to
her destination, accordingly sailed the next day for that purpose.’

MS 45/1

31 and 32  William Gilpin, Remarks on forest scenery, and other woodland views, (relative
chiefly to picturesque beauty) illustrated by the scenes of New-Forest in Hampshire (London,
1791)
Cope Collection BOL 95 GIL; 52–232547

Volume 1, Prefatory letter to William Mitford, esquire, lieutenant colonel of the Southern
Battalion of Hampshire Militia, and one of the verderers of New-Forest.

When your friendship fixed me in this pleasing retreat, within the precincts of New-Forest, I
had little intention of wandering father among its scenes, than the bounds of my own parish;
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or of amusing myself [p. ii] any more with writing on picturesque subjects. But one scene
drew me on to another; till at length I had traversed the whole forest. The subject was new to
me. I had been much among lakes, and mountains: but I had never lived in a forest. I knew
little of its scenery. Every thing caught my attention; and as I generally had a memorandum-
book in my hand, I made minutes of what I observed; throwing my remarks under the two
heads of forest-scenery in general; and the scenery of particular places. Thus, as small things
lead to greater, an evening walk, or ride, became the foundation of a volume.

[p. iii] In methodizing my remarks I divided them into three books. In the first, I have
considered trees (which are the foundation of all scenery) as single objects. I have
endeavoured to investigate their general picturesque qualities — in their several kinds — and
in the specific character of each; concluding the book with a short account of some of the
most celebrated trees, which have been noticed.

The second book considers trees under their various modes of composition, from the
clump to the forest. It considers them likewise under the several picturesque circumstances
[p. iv] of permanent, and accidental beauty, in which we often find them. As the first book
concluded with an account of distinguished trees, the second concludes with a short view of
forest-history; and of the several forests, that may be traced in Great Britain.

This leads me directly to New-Forest, which is the subject of the third book. It opens
with a few observations on this celebrated tract of country. The scenery of it is next described
in a series of journeys through its several divisions; and lastly, the modes and habits of life
are remarked, [p. v] of such animals, as inhabit, and embellish it.

Volume 2: The Needles

33  William Gilpin, Three essays: on picturesque beauty; on picturesque travel; and on
sketching landscape: to which is added a poem, on landscape painting (2nd edition, London,
1794)
Cope Collection, BOL 95 GIL; o/s 11586

34  ‘Notitia topographica or descriptive sketches of the scenery of the Isle of Wight’: a
manuscript description of part of a tour of Hampshire, Isle of Wight and Dorset, with
contemporary engravings and lithographs, 1840s, but recording a tour probably made in the
late 1820s.

‘Shanklin Chine, as well as the other chines that are met with on this part of the coast,
is a deep and wide chasm, or cleft in the side of the cliffs which line the shores of this part of
the island, gradually increasing in depth and width as it approaches the sea shore. It may be
described as a natural excavation in the cliff, of a wedge-like form, the origin of which has
preceded from the action of a spring of water, which in the course of ages, has forced [p. 24]
its way through the sides of the steep cliff, washing down in the course the soft earthy soil
lying beneath the surface of the superstructure, till it has produced a considerable fissure in
the cliff, by the upper part continually falling in, as the chasm grew wider. The alterations of
the atmosphere, the violence of heavy rains, together with the superincumbent pressure of the
upper parts of the cliff, have continued to detach masses of earth from its sides, till at length a
most extensive excavation, like to a huge crack, has been formed, extending deeply into the
sides of the cliff, which is here high and shelving to the waters edge. The width of the chine at
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its base upon the sea shore is about 180 feet, while its height to the summit of the cliff which
is on a level with the main road through Shanklin, is about 200 feet. From that point of the
chine where the stream overflows the edge of the cliff to where it discharges itself upon the
sands on a level with the sea, the distance is very considerable; I should imagine from its
various windings not less than a quarter of a mile.

The principal, and the peculiar beauty of this chine, arises from its serpentine
meanderings. The traveller while threading its mazes seems to proceed by tortuous paths
through the bowels of the cliffs, descending between huge walls of dark coloured sand rock,
whose lofty and overhanging projections, tufted with shaggy herbage and straggling
underwood [p. 25] produce a temporary gloom, threatening to close their yawning sides upon
his devoted head and engulph him in the inmost recesses of the cliff. It is obvious from such a
faint outline of the interesting scenery of this singular recess that the views in the interior of
this immense cliff or cavity must be both uncommon and strikingly picturesque, arising from
the various windings by which the path is pursued which leads to its summit.

MS 6/7

35 and 36  ‘Inside view of Netley Abbey’ and ‘West view of Netley Abbey’. Drawn by
Charles Tomkins, published by C.&G.Kearsley, London, 1794.
Cope Collection cq NET 26 pr 681, 682

37  R.Warner, Netley Abbey: A Gothic Story (2 vols., Southampton, 1795). The story starts
with the participation of the Lord Edward (the future Edward I of England) in the crusade of
1268–74, and recounts the friendship of Sir Hildebrand Warren with Edward, Prince of
Wales, the future Edward II — Hildebrand is the lord of Netley. The Edward mentioned here
is the son of de Villars, the main protagonist in the story.
Cope Collection NET 81 WAR; 63–02127

38  Letter from Mary, Viscountess Palmerston, Broadlands, to her husband, the second
Viscount, recording a visit to Netley, 6 August 1788

‘On Monday we set off from Southampton at ten in an open boat as there was not wind
enough to allow of our making use of the cutter. Our party, the Hatsells, Sloane, Stephen,
Maria, Captain Southerby, Mr Ballaird and a Mr and Mrs Barton great friends of the
D’Oyleys, and in truth in that consists all their merit, for I have not often seen more
disagreeable people. We had a most delightful row to Governor Hornby. I think you have
been there and I dare say admire the situation which is in my opinion in point of view
superior to anything in this country. We went on board the yatch which lies at anchor in the
Hamble River which is certainly a most complete vessel. We then row’d up to Netley where
we had a most elegant dinner, Sloane having sent his cook to prepare our repast, and in the
cool of the evening we repair’d to the Abby which considering every circumstance of the
trees, the emannance of the ivy, the beautiful state and the situation of the ruins please me
more than any I ever saw. We drank tea in the abby and came home by land. I return’d to
Broadlands that night.’
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MS 62 Broadlands Archives BR 11/13/1

39  Letter from Mary, Viscountess Palmerston, Broadlands, to her husband, the second
Viscount Palmerston, 31 August 1788

‘I imagine you are so much engaged with business that you have little leisure and less
inclination to devote your few unoccupied moments to writing or I think otherwise you would
not have suffer’d so long a time to elapse without sending one line, your last being dated the
18th and its now the 31st. I hope, however, you pass your time as pleasantly as you can wish.
Little William recovers fast. Till his nail has grown, care and attention is necessary. In every
other respect he is well. Harry and Fanny are perfectly well and have again renew’d their
visits to Mr Thring, and I flatter myself they will be able to persevere, as I doubt not they will
find equal benefit as the last year.

On Wednesday we had a very pleasant water party (it was the sailing match), Lord and
Lady Porchester, the Hammonds, Sloane, Stephen and Maria, the Pakingtons, Minchit,
Captain Southerby and myself. We embark’d in the Medina a little before ten, and kept before
the contending vessels till within a quarter of an hour’s sail of the Mother Bank. We then
lay’d too in order to see them pass by and we design’d keeping ahead on their return to be
present on their coming in by Freemantle, the place from whence they took their departure.
But the Medina, more famed for accommodation than sailing, gave us no chance of
succeeding in that attempt. We therefore took the advantage of the only merit she possesses
and at three set down in the cabbin to a most comfortable dinner, and after drinking tea on
board arrived the last instead of the first, and landed at Southampton at half past seven. We
counted above eighty vessells on the river and the weather was particularly favorable as their
was wind enough to animate the water, and yet not too much even to alarm me. (This must
seem to you a description of a dead calm.) It was upon the whole the prettiest and the gaiest
scene I ever saw.’

MS 62 Broadlands Archives BR11/13/3

40  ‘Remains of Netley Abbey, Hampshire’.  Drawn by John Coney, 19  century.th

Cope Collection cq NET 26 pr 654

Case 5 Southampton
Southampton’s prosperity in the later nineteenth century was based on a major expansion of
its seaborne trade and the construction of docks, that have changed the character of the town
beyond recognition. In the first half of the nineteenth century, ships were berthed almost
against the medieval walls, at the Town Quay and along the West Gate. The directory for
1811 reveals a trade that was largely based on coastal traffic (the effect of the closure of most
continental ports to British shipping), with vessels sailing regularly to Ireland and the
Channel Islands, as well as to London, Bristol and Portsmouth. There were regular pleasure
boat sailings, as well as a service for the Isle of Wight. The town’s warehouses tell us of trade
wider afield, for example, to the West Indies and sugar. Views of the town engraved in the
1770s are cast in the tradition of topographical prints, and would have found ready purchasers
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among those who came to Southampton for society and for bathing. The style of engravings
of paintings from the 1810s onwards, however, reveals the impact of romanticism, with the
town set against dramatic seascapes. Guides for visitors to the town were published with great
frequency from the 1770s on by local printers, and here we can see interests the town hoped
to encourage in its visitors: taking the air, sea bathing, the mineral water, etc., as well as the
conduct of balls and other amusements. 

41  T. Baker, The Southampton guide: or, an account of the ancient and present state of that
town ... (3rd edition, Southampton, 1781)
Cope Collection, SOU 03.5; 37087

42  The directory for the town of Southampton, alphabetically arranged (Southampton, 1803)
Cope Collection, SOU 03.3 1803; 52–273924

[p. 4] It frequently happens that when a traveller is in a strange place he may be led to fancy it
in the proportion of the information and company he meets with. On the other hand, that same
person may dislike it for want of those necessary introductions generally required by strangers
in a small country town, where liberality is too often wanting; but in such a genteel place as
Southampton, where the inhabitants are both civil and courteous, the gentry sociable, wealthy
and well informed, it is [p. 5] hardly possible that any one can see a difference from those
fashionable places, Weymouth, Brighton, etc.

When a stranger visits Southampton for the first time, we shall advise him to frequent
the News Room. The terms are 4s. per month, or 15s. for half a year. Most of the nobility and
gentry make it a rendezvous for scientific conversation, when the political source of the
London news papers, or other subjects of local concern are exhausted. The next step should
lead to obtain an introduction to Wm. Lynne, esq.; who is Master of the Ceremonies, and to
subscribe to the New Assembly Room (being one guinea for the season) which opens on the
4th of June, in compliment to His Majesty’s birthday, and closes at the latter end of
September.

The Billiard Table under the Assembly Room, and the Fives Court in French Street,
are mostly frequented by gentleman. The Bowling Green, situated near the Platform, is kept
in good order by a subscription amongst the principal merchants and tradesmen for their
summer’s amusements.

[p. 6] Loungers will find Above Bar, the Polygon, the beach, and the quays, very
healthy walks. In short, it would be endless to enumerate here all the advantages the town of
Southampton affords to the curious, the traveller, and the invalid.  To the first, it offers an
improving and wealthy country; to the second, an increasing trade; and to the third, a fair
prospect of health. .... The baths adjoining the Assembly Room are extremely elegant; the
separate apartments for ladies and gentlemen furnished with every thing useful; and careful
guides attend each bath. The price for once bathing is 1s. Goodman’s Baths, situated nearer
the channel, are also commodious and well frequented by both sexes, besides being adapted
for gentlemen who delight in the exercise of swimming.’
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43  The directory for the town of Southampton in 1811 ... (Southampton, 1811)
Cope Collection SOU 03.3 1811; 52–206753
 

44  T. Baker, The Southampton guide: comprising an account of the ancient and present state
of Southampton and its neighbourhood ... (new and improved edition, Southampton, c.1810)
Cope Collection, SOU 03.5; 37087

 
45  John Bullar, A companion in a tour round Southampton ... (4th edition, Southampton,
1819): Freemantle and Millbrook, on the road from Southampton to Salisbury
Cope Collection SOU 04; 65–053788

46  ‘A beach scene, with the sea, from the Weston shore area, looking across the River Itchen
to the town of Southampton’. Drawn by W.Westall, ARA, engraved by W.B.Cooke;
published by John Murray, Albemarle Street, London,1 January 1814
Cope Collection cq SOU 91.5, pr 914

47 ‘A view of Southampton from the Round Hill near the Four Posts’: the western shore and
west side of the town, with the quay and warehouses along the south-western side. Drawn by
William Bellers, published 17 January 1774.
Cope Collection cq SOU 91.5 pr 895

48 ‘A view of Southampton from Pear Tree Green’. Drawn by Wilkinson, engraved by
Maxwell; published by James Lindon, bookseller, Southampton, 20 May 1772.
Cope Collection cq SOU 91.5 pr 916

49  Southampton scenery, no. 1, probably around 1836. Showing ‘The new baths on the
beach’, ‘Northam Bridge and Farm’, ‘Tower and walls’, ‘The gaol and bridewell’. Shipping is
concentrated around the area that is now close to the main town quay, to the south of the
town.
Cope Collection cq SOU 91.5 pr 913

50  Views of Southampton from Sir William Cope ‘Views of Hampshire’, vol. 4, p. 167,
illustrations 116-123
Cope Collection ff 91.5; 52–202764
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The Special Collections Gallery
The Special Collections Gallery was created in 2004 with support from the Heritage Lottery
Fund and a major investment by the University of Southampton in the remodelling and
extension of the Hartley Library. There are three or four exhibitions each year based on the
collections. For information about forthcoming exhibitions, please see
http://www.southampton.ac.uk/archives/newsandevents/calendar.html

Further information about the collections
The manuscript collections are described in two guides by C.M.Woolgar and K.Robson: A
guide to the archive and manuscript collections of the Hartley Library: MSS 1–200
(Southampton: University of Southampton Library, 1992) and A guide to the archive and
manuscript collections of the Hartley Library: MSS 201–300 (Southampton: University of
Southampton Library, 2000). The guides, with information about additional material and
more recent accessions, and detailed catalogues of some of the collections are available on the
Special Collections website, at http://www.southampton.ac.uk/archives/. The printed
collections are described in the Library’s main on-line public access catalogue, WebCat, at
http://www.southampton.ac.uk/library/. The websites contain information about arrangements
for access to the collections and opening times.

Thank you to colleagues in Special Collections for their work on this exhibition.

C.M.Woolgar, K.Robson
Special Collections
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