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Wellington and Waterloo: ‘the tale is in every Englishman’s mouth’

The Battle of Waterloo, 18 June 1815, came at the end of more than two decades of conflict.
From 1793, with the exception of a brief pause in 1802, Britain and her allies were continually at
war, first against the armies of revolutionary France and, subsequently, against Napoleon and the
combined forces of his empire. Initially this was an ideological struggle — the terror of the
French Revolution embedded itself deep in the minds of late eighteenth-century men;
subsequently it was a conflict which, while more traditional in its nature, was without precedent
in its scale and consequences. Britain’s forces were engaged across the world, from the Low
Countries to South America, from Cape Town to Calcutta and Penang, as well as on the home
front. 

This was a war of stamina, which was ultimately won because Napoleon made mistakes,
especially in committing himself to a campaign in Russia in 1812 — but at various points it
might have been a war lost. Britain came through this contest not from military expertise alone,
but because war forced change on the state, on its systems for organising and managing its
business. It was an extraordinary struggle and one that changed Britain’s role in the world
beyond measure: it is also a matter of the impact that could be made by determined and
ambitious individuals.

This exhibition captures the final act of these wars from the perspective of one of these
individuals, Arthur Wellesley, first Duke of Wellington (1769-1852). Wellington had fought the
French in the Iberian peninsula from 1808 to 1814. In 1815, as Britain’s most successful general
and a representative of the government, he was engaged in the negotiations in a series of
congresses (we might call them ‘summits’) that were to confirm the shape of Europe. Wellington
was therefore at Vienna, with the representatives of the allied powers, when Napoleon — who
had accepted exile to Elba in April 1814 — escaped from that island at the end of February
1815. The allies quickly determined to outlaw Napoleon and concluded a treaty on 25 March
1815, in which they united to counter any attempt to upset the peace settlement of the previous
year. Wellington was their choice to lead their forces against the French who followed Napoleon.

Both the allies and the French rapidly assembled forces and, over the four days of
Waterloo and its immediate precursors, 200,000 men met in a battle that was to capture the
popular imagination of the nineteenth century. In Thackeray’s Vanity Fair, published in 1847-8,
we get a literary glimpse of the action and a far from romantic view of war.

All that day from morning until past sunset the cannon never ceased to roar. It was dark
when the cannonading stopped all of a sudden.

All of us have read what occurred during that interval. The tale is in every Englishman’s
mouth; and you and I, who were children when the great battle was won and lost, are never tired
of hearing and recounting the history of that famous action. ... All our friends took their share
and fought like men in the great field. All day long, while the women were praying ten miles
away, the lines of the dauntless English infantry were receiving and repelling the furious
charges of the French horsemen.  Guns which were heard at Brussels were ploughing up their
ranks, and comrades falling, and the resolute survivors closing in.  Toward evening, the attack
of the French, repeated and resisted so bravely, slackened in its fury. They had other foes
besides the British to engage, or were preparing for a final onset. It came at last: the columns of
the Imperial Guard marched up the hill of St Jean, at length and at once to sweep the English
from the height which they had maintained all day, and spite of all: unscared by the thunder of
the artillery, which hurled death from the English line — the dark rolling column pressed on and
up the hill. It seemed almost to crest the eminence, when it began to waver and falter. Then it
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stopped, still facing the shot.  Then at last the English troops rushed from the post from which no
enemy had been able to dislodge them, and the Guard turned and fled.

No more firing was heard at Brussels — the pursuit rolled miles away. Darkness came
down on the field and city: and Amelia was praying for George, who was lying on his face, dead,
with a bullet through his heart.

Case 1 Diplomacy
In late February 1815, while the allied powers were meeting in congress at Vienna, Napoleon
escaped from his exile on Elba, a move which threatened again to bring Europe into a war of
French aggression and unimaginable consequences. The news reached Vienna on 7 March, from
Austrian diplomats at Genoa and from Lord Burghersh, the British minister at Florence. There
was immediate agreement among the allied powers that they would unite to preserve the Peace
of Paris and that they should wait a little to see what Bonaparte did before deciding on a course
of action. Diplomatic business continued: on 8 March, Wellington (one of four British
plenipotentiaries at the Congress), Prince Metternich and Talleyrand, the principal minister of
Louis XVIII of France, went together to Bratislava, to see the King of Saxony, to persuade him
to accept the award of arbitration that ceded some of his lands to Prussia. They remained at
Bratislava in this unsuccessful attempt until 11 March: Wellington believed that the King
delayed in part to see what might follow from Bonaparte’s return — and on the return of the trio
to Vienna, the allied powers confirmed the cession of parts of Saxon territory to Prussia. Further
news was waiting of Napoleon’s progress in France and on the evening of 12 March the
plenipotentiaries of the eight powers that had signed the Treaty of Paris of 1814 met to affirm
their intention to maintain it and all its articles, by force if necessary. This affirmation was to be
made by a declaration: Wellington was able to enclose a draft in his despatch of that day to Lord
Castlereagh, the Foreign Secretary in London, ‘which, with the alteration of some expressions
and the omission of one or two paragraphs, will, I believe, be adopted’. This was to become
known as the declaration of outlawry. It was agreed the following day, and Wellington sent a
copy of the declaration to Lieutenant Colonel Sir Henry Hardinge in Paris on 14 March, to
communicate to the authorities in France. On 12 March Wellington’s comment to Castlereagh
had been ‘Upon the whole, I assure Your Lordship that I am perfectly satisfied with the spirit
which prevails.’

Further diplomatic moves followed. A formal treaty, first drafted on 18 March, recreated
the alliance against Napoleon and reaffirmed the Treaty of Chaumont that had been the basis of
peace in 1814. This treaty, the Treaty of Vienna, was agreed on 25 March, after negotiation
about British subsidies, committing the parties not to lay down arms until Napoleon had been
completely defeated. It committed the parties — Great Britain, Russia, Austria and Prussia —
each to put in the field 150,000 men and not to lay down arms until Napoleon had been
completely defeated. 

The high contracting parties ... solemnly engage to unite the resources of their respective states
for the purpose of maintaining entire the conditions of the treaty of peace concluded at Paris the
30th of May 1814; as also, the stipulations determined upon and signed at the Congress of
Vienna, with the view to complete the disposition of that treaty, to preserve them against all
infringement, and particularly against the designs of Napoleon Buonaparte. For this purpose
they engage, in the spirit of the Declaration of the 13th March last [the Declaration of
Outlawry], to direct in common, and with one accord, should the case require it, all their efforts
against him, and against all those who should already have joined his faction, or shall hereafter
join it, in order to force him to desist from his projects, and to render him unable to disturb in
future the tranquillity of Europe, and the general peace under the protection of which the rights,
the liberty and independence of nations had been recently placed and secured.
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After the treaty was signed, Wellington left Vienna for the Low Countries, to take command of
the allied army, in the campaign that was to lead to Waterloo.

1. Copy of the instructions of Arthur Wellesley, first Duke of Wellington, for the Congress
of Vienna, 18 January 1815

In the name and on the behalf of His Majesty George the Third, by the grace of God King of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, defender of the faith, King of Hanover, Duke of
Brunswick and Lunebourg [Lüneburg], etc., etc., etc. To all and singular to whom these presents
shall come, greeting! Whereas it is stipulated by the treatise of peace signed at Paris on the
thirteenth of May one thousand eight hundred and fourteen that all the powers engaged on either
side in the late war should send plenipotentiaries to Vienna for the purpose of regulating in
general congress the arrangements which are to complete the provisions thereof, and whereas in
consequence of the same and in relation to the said treaties, it may be necessary to sign and
conclude not only general treaties whit [with] the powers therein represented but special treaties
whit [with] particular states. We have accordingly thought fit to select certain proper persons for
these important charges and services. Know ye therefore that we having entire confidence in the
zeal, judgement, skill and abilities of our right trusty and right entirely beloved cousin and
councillor Arthur Duke, Marquess and Earl of Wellington, Marquess Douro, Viscount
Wellington of Talavera and of Wellington and Baron Douro of Wellesley, a peer of the
Parliament of the United Kingdom, one of His Majesty’s most honorable Privy Council, field
marshal of His Majesty’s forces, colonel of the Royal Regiment of Horse Guards, knight of the
most noble Order of the Garter and Knight Grand Cross of the most honorable military Order of
the Bath Pr[ince] of Waterloo Duke of Ciudad Rodrigo and Grandee of Spain of the first class,
Duke of Vittoria, Marquess of Torres Vedras, Conde de Vimeira in Portugal, Prince of Waterloo
in the Netherlands Knight of the Most Illustrious Order of the Golden Fleece, of the Spanish
military Order of St. Ferdinand, Knight Cross of the Imperial Military Order of Maria Theresa,
Knight Grand Cross of the Imperial Russian Order of St. George and St. Andrew, Knight Grand
Cross of the Royal Portuguese Military Order of the Tower and Sword, and Knight Grand Cross
of the Royal Swedish Military Order of the Sword and K.G.C. of the Royal Danish Order of the
Elephant, K.G.C. of the St. Espirit, K.G.C. of the Black Sash of Russia, of Wilhelm Netherlands,
of the Munificent Order of Guelph and many others and His Majesty’s ambassador extraordinary
and plenipotentiary to the court of His Most Christian Majesty of our right trusty and right well
[f.1v] beloved cousin and councillor, Richard, Earl of Clancarty, a member of the committee of
His Majesty’s Privy Council for affairs of trade and foreign plantations and one of the
representative peers of that part of His Majesty’s United Kingdom called Ireland. Of our right,
trusty and beloved cousin and councillor William Shaw, Earl Cathcart, a peer of the parliament
of the United Kingdom, general of His Majesty’s forces and knight of the most ancient and noble
Order of the Thistle, etc., etc., etc. and of our right, trusty and well beloved councillor Charles
William, Lord Stewart, a peer of the parliament of the United Kingdom, one of the lords of His
Majesty’s bedchamber, a lieutenant general of His Majesty’s forces, Knight Grand Cross of the
most honorable military Order of the Bath and knight of several illustrious foreign orders, etc.,
have named, made, constituted, and appointed, as we do by these presents, name, make
constitute and appoint them His Majesty’s undoubted commissioners, procurators and
plenipotentiaries, giving unto them or any of them, jointly or separately all and all manner of
power and authority, as well our general or special command (yet so that all general do not
derogate from the special or otherwise) for His Majesty and in his name, together whit [with] the
commissioners, procurators and plenipotentiaries of the princes or states whom it may concern,
properly vested whit [with] similar powers and authority, to meet in congress and conference,
either jointly or separately as aforesaid, and whit [with] them to agree upon, treat, consult and
conclude what may be necessary for settling the independence of the states of Europe upon a
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firm and solid foundation, also for His Majesty and in his name to enter into separate treaties and
contentions whit [with] any of the powers or states aforesaid, as the same may be necessary for
our service and in His Majesty’s name, whit [with] any commissioners and plenipotentiaries or
minister, and plenipotentiary of any of the powers aforesaid, properly vested whit [with] similar
power and authority to agree upon, treat, consult and conclude whatever may be expedient in
consequence of the said treaties and congress and to sign, for His Majesty and in his name,
everything so agreed upon and concluded, and to do and transact all such other matters which
may appertain to the finishing the aforesaid work, in as ample manner and form, and whit [with]
equal force and efficacy as we ourself could do if personally [f.2r] present, engaging and
promising on the part of His Majesty that whatever things shall be transacted and concluded by
His Majesty’s said commissioners, procurators and plenipotentiaries, or by any or either of them,
shall be agreed upon, acknowledged and accepted by us in the fullest manner, and that we will
never suffer, either in the whole or in part, any person whatsoever to infringe or act contrary
thereto. In witness whereof we have signed these presents in the name and on behalf of His
Majesty, and have caused to be affixed thereto the great seal of the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Ireland. Given at the Pallast [Palace] of Carlton House, the eighteenth day of
January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifteen and in the fifty fifth year
of His Majesty’s reign.

MS 61 Wellington Papers 1/448/63

2. Draft of a letter from the Duke of Wellington, to Robert Stewart, Viscount Castlereagh,
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, concerning the latest news of the Swiss affair and
the settlement of the claims of Austria and Bavaria, 25 February 1815

My Lord, although Mon[sieu]r de Wessenberg is recovered the business remaining to be
transacted has not advanced much since I last addressed you.

There has been one conference on the affairs of Switzerland in which the Russian 
plenipotentiary reserved the Emperor’s consent to the cession of Porentui to the canton 
of Berne and likewise on the Valteline [Valtellina] till something decisive should be done for
Geneva by Sardinia or France. Although Prince Metternich has declared his readiness to
sacrifice the Genoese fiefs for the object of persuading Sardinia to make a sacrifice, no progress
has yet been made in the negotiation, owing to the usual delays in the transaction of business in
the Austrian cabinet and the Swiss affairs are at a stand. ...

MS 61 Wellington Papers 1/451/15 

Reproduction of Congress of Vienna by Jean-Baptiste Isabey
Royal Collection Trust/© Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 2015
The Parisian court painter Jean Baptiste Isabey (1767-1855) travelled to the Congress of Vienna
as part of the French delegation and executed a portrait of 22 participants. On the left side of the
drawing, Austrian Chancellor Metternich gestures toward the British Secretary of State, Lord
Castlereagh (seated). Across from him sits the Prussian Chancellor Karl August von Hardenberg
(lower left corner). The Duke of Wellington stands behind Hardenberg. On the right side the
French diplomat Charles Maurice de Talleyrand-Périgord rests his right arm on the table.
Wilhlem von Humboldt of Prussia stands second from the left. Count Rasoumoffsky, the
Russian representative appears near the centre standing before the lower left corner of the large
portrait on the wall. 
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3. Draft of a letter from the Duke of Wellington to Lord Castlereagh, concerning the
resolution of the European Sovereigns to unite their efforts against the ‘common enemy’,
Napoleon Bonaparte, 12 March 1815

My lord. We received here on the 7th inst[ant] a dispatch from Lord Burghersh of the 1st
giving an account that Bonaparte had quitted the island of Elba with all his civil and military
officers and about 1200 troops on the 26th of February.

I immediately communicated this account to the Emperors of Austria and Russia and to
the King of Prussia and to the ministers of the different powers and I found among all one
prevailing sentiment, of a determination to unite their efforts to support the system established
by the Peace of Paris. As it was uncertain to what quarter Bonaparte had gone, whether he would
not return to Elba or could ever land on any part of the continent it was agreed that it was better
to postpone the adoption of any measure till his further progress [f.1v] should be ascertained and
we have since received accounts from Genoa stating that he had landed in France near Cannes on
the 1st of March, had attempted to get possession of Antibes, and had been repulsed, and that he
was on his march towards Grasse. ...

MS 61 Wellington Papers 1/453/7 

4. Draft of a letter from the Duke of Wellington to Lord Castlereagh, about the renewal of
the treaty of Chaumont following Napoleon Bonaparte’s arrival in and progress through
France, 18 March 1815

We have received here the accounts of the state of affairs in France and of Bonaparte’s
progress as known at Paris on the night of the 11th and of the intentions of the King and of the
government and I am happy to inform your lordship that what has occurred in that country has
augmented the eagerness of the different powers to put forth the general strength for the common
protection.

I inclose your lordship the protocols of the two military conferences, the first held while I
was absent at Presburg, the other last night at my house in presence of the Emperor of Russia in
which you [f.1v] will see the detail of the force which it is intended to employ. I am not certain
that I am correct in the estimate I have formed of the extent of the disposable allied force in the
Low Countries, but I believe I have rather understated it.

I have this moment returned from a conference of the ministers of the 4 allied courts, at
which it has been determined to renew the treaty of Chaumont between the 4 courts and to invite
the accession of the King of France, the sovereign of the Low Countries, the [f.2r] King of
Sardinia and King of Bavaria and the Kings of Spain, Portugal, Hanover, Wurtemberg and
Denmark. ...

MS 61 Wellington Papers 1/453/13 

5. Treaty of Vienna, 25 March 1815

His Majesty the King of the United Kingdom and His Majesty the Emperor of All the Russias,
having taken into consideration the consequences which the invasion of France by Napoleon
Buonaparte, and the actual situation of that Kingdom, may produce with respect to the safety of
Europe, have resolved in conjunction with His Majesty the Emperor of Austria, King of Hungary
and of Bohemia, and His Majesty the King of Prussia to apply to that important circumstance,
the principles consecrated by the Treaty of Chaumont.
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They have consequently resolved to renew, by a solemn treaty, signed separately by each
of the four powers with each of the three others, the engagement to preserve, against every
attack, the order of things so happily established in Europe, and to determine upon the most
effectual means of fulfilling that engagement, as well as giving it all the extension which the
present circumstances so imperiously call for.

Article 1
The high contracting parties above mentioned, solemnly engage to unite the resources of their
respective states for the purpose of maintaining entire the conditions of the treaty of peace
concluded at Paris the 30th of May 1814; as also, the stipulations determined upon and signed at
the Congress of Vienna, with the view to complete the disposition of that treaty, to preserve
them against all infringement, and particularly against the designs of Napoleon Buonaparte. For
this purpose they engage, in the spirit of the Declaration of the 13th March last, to direct in
common, and with one accord, should the case require it, all their efforts against him, and
against all those who should already have joined his faction, or shall hereafter join it, in order to
force him to desist from his projects, and to render him unable to disturb in future the tranquillity
of Europe, and the general peace under the protection of which the rights, the liberty and
independence of nations had been recently placed and secured.

Article 2
Although the means destined for the attainment of so great and salutary an object ought not to be
subjected to limitation, and although the high contracting parties are resolved to devote thereto
all those means which, in their respective situations, they are enabled to dispose of, they have
nevertheless agreed to keep constantly in the field, each, a force of 150,000 men complete,
including cavalry, in the proportion of at least one-tenth, and a just proportion of artillery, not
reckoning garrisons; and to employ the same actively and conjointly against the common enemy.

Article 3
The high contracting parties reciprocally engage not to lay down their arms but by common
consent, nor before the object of the war, designated in the first article of the present treaty, shall
have been attained; nor until Buonaparte shall have been rendered absolutely unable to create
disturbance, and to renew his attempts for possessing himself of the supreme power in France.

Article 4
The present treaty being principally applicable to the present circumstances, the stipulations of
the Treaty of Chaumont, and particularly those contained in the sixteenth article of the same,
shall be again in force, as soon as the object actually in view shall have been attained.

Article 5
Whatever relates to the command of the combined armies, to supplies, etc., shall be regulated by
a particular convention.

Article 6
The high contracting parties shall be allowed respectively to accredit to the generals
commanding their armies officers, who shall have the liberty of corresponding with their
governments, for the purpose of giving information of military events, and of every thing
relating to the operations of the armies.

Article 7
The engagements entered into by the present treaty, having for their object the maintenance of
the general peace, the high contracting parties agree to invite all the powers of Europe to accede
to the same.
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Article 8
The present treaty having no other end in view but to support France, or any other country which
may be invaded, against the enterprizes of Buonaparte and his adherents, His Most Christian
Majesty [the King of France] shall be specially invited to accede hereunto; and, in the event of
His Majesty’s requiring the forces stipulated in the second article, to make known what
assistance circumstances will allow him to bring forward in furtherance of the object of the
present treaty.

Separate article
As circumstances might prevent His Majesty the King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Ireland from keeping constantly in the field the number of troops specified in the second
article, it is agreed that His Britannic Majesty shall have the option either of furnishing his
contingent in men, or of paying at the rate of thirty pounds sterling per annum for each cavalry
soldier, and twenty pounds per annum for each infantry soldier, that may be wanting to complete
the number stipulated in the second article.

Memorandum, Foreign Office, April 25 1815
The treaty of which the substance is above given, has been ordered to be ratified, and it has been
notified on the part of the Prince Regent to the high contracting parties, that it is His Royal
Highness’s determination, acting in the name and on behalf of His Majesty, to direct the said
ratifications to be exchanged in due course, against similar acts on the part of the respective
powers, under an explanatory declaration of the following tenor, as to article eight of the said
treaty.

Declaration
The undersigned, on the exchange of the ratifications of the treaty of the 25th of March last, on
the part of his court, is hereby commanded to declare that the eighth article of the said treaty,
wherein His Most Christian Majesty is invited to accede, under certain stipulations, is to be
understood as binding the contracting parties, upon principles of mutual security, to a common
effort against the power of Napoleon Buonaparte, in pursuance of the third article of the said
treaty; but it is not to be understood as binding His Britannic Majesty to prosecute the war with a
view of imposing upon France any particular government.

However solicitous the Prince Regent must be to see His Most Christian Majesty restored
to the throne, and however anxious he is to contribute, in conjunction with his allies, to so
auspicious an event, he nevertheless deems himself called upon to make this declaration on the
exchange of the ratifications as well in consideration of what is due to His Most Christian
Majesty’s interests in France, as in conformity to the principles upon which the British
government has invariably regulated its conduct.

MS 61 Wellington Papers 1/492/7 

Case 2 The military build up through 1815
Napoleon had rapidly gathered a significant force about him — the Bourbon monarchy had not
become sufficiently re-established in eleven months to command widespread French loyalty, and
especially not from the military. French newspaper reports in mid-April made clear the extent of
support for the Emperor and the effective way in which the organisation of the former empire
had been revivified. Many of Napoleon’s former marshals and other officers and men rallied to
his cause — and Louis XVIII and the Bourbons left French territory. The allies can have been in
little doubt about the seriousness of the threat that Europe faced.

Over the next three months, the allies made rapid preparations to assemble sufficient
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troops to oppose Napoleon. Wellington had formal orders to assume command of the allied army
in the Low Countries on 28 March. When concluding the Treaty of Vienna, the British knew that
it would be difficult, if not impossible, for them to contribute their share of the force from the
British army: the forces that had served with Wellington in the Peninsula, Great Britain’s most
successful army, had in part been dispersed to the colonies. Provision was therefore made for
Great Britain to pay for troops supplied by other powers: treaties of subsidy were negotiated to
this end. Wellington worked with the allies to plan grand strategy and to consolidate the forces
that he was leading in the Low Countries. His notes show calculations about the size of force
available to him. Although he was confident in writing on 8 May to Lord Stewart, who had
remained at Vienna as one of the British plenipotentiaries, that Napoleon would be defeated, the
Duke did not neglect careful planning. Arrangements were put in hand for maintaining lines of
communication and supply with England; the port of Ostend might represent a point from which
a retreating British army could embark. Wellington was therefore prepared when the French
forces under Napoleon crossed the border into the Low Countries on 15 June 1815.

The Duke had reconnoitred the Waterloo area in 1814, and he continued to gather
information in preparation for the engagement and for an invasion of France. For example, maps
of the départements of France were purchased out of Secret Service funds. Wellington was
preparing to fight what was essentially a defensive battle, and he disposed his forces so that they
would block the routes further into the Low Countries, particularly the route to Brussels. One of
his duties as commander was to keep the government in England informed of the position. This
was done in a series of despatches, designed to provide the Secretary of State for War and the
Colonies (Lord Bathurst) with a continuous narrative of the campaign. He wrote a formal
despatch to Bathurst immediately after Waterloo, describing events from 15 June onwards, and
outlining the strategic position.

Bonaparte, having collected the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 6th corps of the French army, and the
Imperial Guards, and nearly all the cavalry, on the Sambre, and between that river and the
Meuse, between the 10th and 14th of the month, advanced on the 15th and attacked the Prussian
posts at Thuin and Lobbes, on the Sambre, at day-light in the morning. 

I did not hear of these events till in the evening of the 15th; and I immediately ordered
the troops to prepare to march, and afterwards to march to their left, as soon as I had
intelligence from other quarters to prove that the enemy’s movement upon Charleroi was the
real attack. The enemy drove the Prussian posts from the Sambre on that day; and General
Ziethen, who commanded the corps which had been at Charleroi, retired upon Fleurus; and
Marshal Prince Blücher concentrated the Prussian army upon Sombref, holding the villages in
front of his position of St Amand and Ligny.

The enemy continued his march along the road from Charleroi towards Bruxelles; and,
on the same evening, the 15th, attacked a brigade of the army of the Netherlands, under the
Prince de Weimar, posted at Frasne, and forced it back to the farm house, on the same road,
called Les Quatre Bras. ... In the mean time, I had directed the whole army to march upon Les
Quatre Bras; and the 5th division, under Lieut. General Sir Thomas Picton, arrived at about half
past two in the day, followed by the corps of troops under the Duke of Brunswick, and
afterwards by the contingent of Nassau.

6. Le Moniteur Universel, number 100, 10 April 1815

INTERIEUR
Lyon, le 6 avril

Le général Grouchy a cédé au pressantes sollicitations de la masse du peuple, en invitant, par
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une proclamation, tous les hommes de bonne volonté qui étaient dans l’intention de marcher
contre les insurgés, à se faire inscrire chez M. de Corcelle, le même qui, l’année dernière, donna
24,000 fr. pour équiper le 2e bataillon du régiment du Roi, et qui aujourd’hui vient d’être nommé
commandant de la garde nationale. Cette proclamation était à peine affichée, que les cours de
l’Hôtel-de-Ville et de la place des Terreaux se sont trouvées remplies de jeunes gens qui
demandaient à s’enrôler. Il y avait trois bureaux à l’Hôtel-de-Ville et un en Belcour: c’était à qui
passerait le premier. Enfin, hier à neuf heures on comptait huit à neuf mille volontaires. Ce matin
les bureaux sont ouverts depuis les six heures, et ils sont pleins.

Tous les enrôlés se rassemblent pour être classés par compagnies, et recevoir des armes.
Toute l’École vétérinaire et une grande partie du Lycée sont déjà partis, équipés et armés. Un
grand nombre de gardes nationales qui se sont fait inscrire, partent ce soir. D’autres compagnies,
qui se sont formées particulièrement, partent à l’instant. Le Guillotière fournit elle seule neuf
cents hommes. Les gens de la campagne viennent en foule offrir leurs services. Dans vingt-
quatre heures tout notre département sera levé en masse.

L’enthousiasme est à son comble. On n’a rien fait pour le stimuler. Notre honneur et nos
intérêts parlaient assez haut. Aurions-nous laissé insulter notre ville par des forçats, et tout ce
que les prisons du Midi on recelé dans leur sein. Les proclamations du duc d’Angoulême
promettaient à cette horde le pillage des deux villes infernales, Grenoble et Lyon.

Du 7 avril
Le général Corbineau, aide-de-camp de l’Empereur, est arrivé dans notre ville. La foule des
gardes nationaux venant de Bourgogne était telle qu’on a été obligé d’envoyer des courriers pour
contremander leur marche. On peut juger de l’esprit qui nous anime en apprenant que notre ville
seule a mis 9 mille hommes sur pied. Le général Mouton-Duvernet ne prenait de repos ni jour ni
nuit pour faire partir ses troupes.

M. le lieutenant-général Grouchy s’est rendu à Valence; M. le lieutenant-générale Piré
doit être en ce moment avec l’avant-garde à Avignon. On doit considérer l’echauffourée du duc
d’Angoulême comme terminée. Elle n’aura servi qu’à montrer le dévouement de notre ville à
l’Empereur, et celui du Dauphiné et de la Bourgogne.

Le télégraphe nous announce pour après demain 10 mille hommes arrivant en poste.
Nous les recevrons bien, mais ils étaient inutiles. Le gouvernement pouvait s’en rapporter à nous
pour repousser les insurgés. Nous allons voir arriver pour commandant de la division le général
Brayer. Il a déjà commandé ici et s’est concilié l’estime de tous les Lyonnais.

....

[p. 407]

Paris, le 9 avril

Aujourd’hui, après la messe, S.M. est montée à cheval et a passé la revue de vingt régimens de
cavalerie et d’infanterie. Ces troupes arrivaient d’Orléans et de la rive gauche de la Loire. Après
que S.M. eut passé dans tous les rangs aux acclamations réitérées des régimens et du peuple qui
couvrait toute la place du Carrousel, les officiers et les soldats sont venus au cercle. L’Empereur
s’est exprimé à-peu-près en ces térmes: Soldats, je viens d’avoir la nouvelle que le pavillon
tricolore est arboré à Toulouse, à Montpellier et dans tout le Midi. Les commandans et les
garnisons de Perpignan et de Bayonne avaient annoncé formellement qu’ils n’obéiraient point
aux ordres donnés par le duc d’Angoulême de livrer ces places aux Espagnols qui d’ailleurs ont
fait connaître depuis qu’ils ne voulaient pas se mêler de nos affaires. Le drapeau blanc ne flotte
plus que dans la seule ville de Marseille. Mais avant la fin de cette semaine le peuple de cette
grande cité, opprimé par les violences du parti royaliste, aura repris tous ses droits. De si grands
et de si prompts resultats sont dus au patriotisme qui anime toute la nation et aux souvenirs que
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vous avez conservés de moi. Si pendant une année, de malheureuses circonstances nous ont
obligés de quitter la cocarde tricolore, elle était toujours dans nos coeurs. Elle redevient
aujourd’hui notre signe de ralliement; nous ne la quitterons qu’avec la vie. (L’Empereur a été
interrompu par ces mots, répétés par toutes les bouches: Oui, nous le jurons.)

Soldats, a repris l’Empereur, nous ne voulons pas nous mêler des affaires des autres
nations; mais malheur à ceux qui voudraient se mêler des nôtres, nous traiter comme Gênes ou
comme Genève et nous imposer des lois autres que celles que la nation veut. Ils trouveraient sur
nos frontières les héros de Marengo, d’Austerlitz, d’Jéna; ils y trouveraient le peuple entier, et
s’ils ont six cent mille hommes, nous leur en opposerons deux millions. (Les plus vives
acclamations on encore interrompu l’Empereur.)

J’approuve, a-t-il ajouté, que vous avez fait pour vous rallier des drapeaux tricolores. Ce
ne sera qu’au champs de Mai et en présence de la nation assemblée que je vous rendrai ces aigles
qui si souvent furent illustrées par votre valeur et virent fuir les ennemis de la France.

Soldats, le peuple français et moi nous comptons sur vous; comptez aussi sur le peouple
et sur moi.

Lexplosion de l’enthousiasme le plus exalté a suivi ce discours et le revue s’est terminée.
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DOMESTIC NEWS
Lyons, 6 April
General Grouchy yielded to the pressing solicitations of the mass of the people in inviting,
through a proclamation, all men of good will who had the intention to march against the
insurgents [the supporters of Louis XVIII and the allied powers] to sign up at M. de Corcelle’s,
the man who, last year, gave 24,000 francs to equip the Second Battalion of the King’s forces
and who, today, has just been named commandant of the National Guard.  This proclamation had
scarcely been posted up when the courtyards of the Hôtel de Ville and the Place de Terreaux
were filled with young men asking to enrol.  There were three offices at the Hôtel de Ville and
one at Belcour: this is what happened at the first.  Yesterday, at 9 o’clock 8 to 9,000 volunteers
had signed up.  This morning the offices were open from 6 o’clock and they are full.

All those who have enrolled have been assembled to be grouped into companies and to
receive arms.  The whole of the Veterinary School and a great part of the grammar school [the
Lycée] have already left, equipped and armed.  A great number of the National Guard who have
signed up, leave this evening.  Other companies, which were especially brought together, are on
the point of leaving.  Le Guillotière alone has provided 900 men.  Crowds of people are coming
in from the countryside to offer their services.  In 24 hours the whole of our département will
have formed a levée en masse.

There is huge enthusiasm.  Nothing had to be done to stimulate it.  Our honour and our
interests speak sufficiently loudly.  Could we have let our city be insulted by convicts and all
those that the prisons of the Midi have concealed in their bowels.  The proclamations of the Duc
d’Angoulême [the nephew of Louis XVIII] have promised to this horde the pillage of two
infernal cities, Grenoble and Lyons.
[Lyons], 7 April
General Corbineau, aide de camp to the Emperor, arrived in our city.  The crowd of National
Guard coming from Burgundy was such that couriers had to be sent to countermand their march. 
The spirit that drives us can be seen in the fact that our city alone has set 9,000 men on foot. 
General Mouton-Duvernet will not rest day or night to get his troops away.

Lieutenant General Grouchy has gone to Valence; Lieutenant General Piré must be at this
moment in the vanguard at Avignon.  The Duc d’Angoulême’s effort has been a minor affair we
can consider as finished.  It has only served to show the devotion of our city to the Emperor, and
that of Dauphiné and Burgundy.
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It has been announced by telegraph that by tomorrow afternoon another 10,000 men will
arrive to take up their posts.  We will welcome them, but they are unnecessary.  The government
can rely on us to push back the insurgents.  We shall have here as commander of the division
General Brayer.  He has already commanded here and has won the esteem of all Lyonnais.

Paris, 9 April
Today, after mass, the Emperor went on horseback and reviewed 20 regiments of cavalry and
infantry.  These troops came from Orleans and the left bank of the Loire.  After the Emperor had
passed through all the ranks to the repeated acclamations of the regiments and the people who
filled the whole Place du Carrousel, the officers and soldiers crowded round in a circle.  The
Emperor expressed himself in the following terms:

Soldiers, I have just seen the news that the tricolour flies over Toulouse, Montpellier and
throughout the Midi.  The commanders of the garrisons at Perpignan and Bayonne have
formally announced that they will not obey in any way orders given by the Duc
d’Angoulême to deliver those towns to the Spanish who, besides, have let it be known
that they do not wish to become involved in our business.  The white flag [that of the
royalists, of Louis XVIII] continues to fly only at Marseilles.  But before the end of this
week the people of that great city, oppressed by the violent acts of the royalists, will have
regained their rightful place.  Such great and prompt results are due to the patriotism that
animates the whole nation and the memories of me that you have kept.  If, for a year,
adversity has obliged us to forsake the tricoloured cocade, it has always been in our
hearts.  Today it will become our emblem again, a sign that we have returned; we will not
give it up except with our lives.  [The Emperor was interrupted by these words, repeated
by all — Yes, we swear it.]
Soldiers, continued the Emperor, we do not wish to interfere in the business of other
nations; but may misfortune come to those who wish to interfere in ours, to treat us as
Genoa or Geneva and impose on us laws other than those the nation wants.  They will
find on our borders the heroes of Marengo, of Austerlitz, of Jena; they will find there the
whole people, and if they have 600,000 men, we will oppose them with 2,000,000. [Loud
acclamations again interrupted the Emperor.]
I am greatly pleased, he added, at what you have done to rally round the tricolour.  I will
give you again these eagles — which have so often reflected the lustre of our valour and
which have seen us put to flight the enemies of France — on the Champs de Mai and in
the presence of the nation assembled.
Soldiers, the French people and I are counting on you; count also on the people and on
me.
An outburst of the greatest enthusiasm followed this speech and the review was

concluded.

7. Le Moniteur Universel, number 101, 11 April 1815

[p. 410] DECRETS IMPERIAUX
Au palais des Tuileries, le 8 avril 1815
Napoléon, Empereur des Français, nos ministres-d’état entendus, Nous avons décrété et
décrétons ce qui suit:
Art. 1er. Le serment suivant:
‘Je jure obéissance aux constitutions de l’Empire et fidélité à l’Empereur’prescrit par l’article 56
du sénatus-consulte du 28 floréal an 12, sera prêté dans la huitaine de la publication du présent
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par les membres du notre Conseil-d’État, par tous les fonctionnaires publics, civils et judiciaires,
et par tous les employés qui reçoivent un traitement de l’État.
2. Les préfets adresseront leur serment à notre ministre de l’intérieur; ils se feront remettre ceux
des sous-préfets.

Les maires, les adjoints et les membres des conseils municipaux se réuniront pour la
prestation de serment, et il en sera dressé procès-verbal qui sera signé individuellement.

Il en sera de même par nos cours et tribunaux et justices de paix.
3. Nos ministres feront prêter le même serment par les administrateurs, directeurs et employés
des diverses régies et administrations et par les employés de leurs bureaux.
[p. 411] 4. Les sermens individuels et les procès-verbaux de prestation, seront adressés au
ministre de chaque département dans les attributions duquel se trouvent les fonctionnaires, corps
et administrations.
5. Nos ministres sont chargé de l’exécution du présent décret, qui sera inséré au Bulletin des lois.

Signé, Napoléon
Par l’Empereur; Le ministre-secrétaire d’État.
Signé, le duc de Bassano.

Napoléon, Empereur des Français
Au palais des Tuileries, le 10 avril 1815

Vu notre décret du 5 avril 1815, et l’organisation de la garde nationale;
Considérant que les cohortes qui ont été organisée d’après ledit décret ont rendu de

grands services, soit pour la défense des places et du territoire contre l’ennemi, soit pour le
maintien de la tranquillité publique, la conservation des propriétés, la sûreté des personnes;

Que depuis la garde nationale a été organisée dans presque tous les départemens de
l’Empire, mais sans règles uniformes;

Qu’il importe d’établir ces règles et de completter la formation de ces troupes civiques,
dont le courage est à-la-fois la garantie de l’indépendance de la nation à l’extérieur, de la sûreté,
de la liberté de citoyens dans l’intérieur;

Qu’il est juste de récompenser les citoyens qui, dans ce service honorable, se sont
distingés par leur zèle, leur dévouement et par quelqu’acte remarquable,

Nous avons décété et décrétons ce qui suit:

Titre premier: Règles générales pour l’organisation de la garde nationale.
Art. 1er. Tous les Français de l’âge de 20 à 60 ans, continuent d’être obligés, selon les lois
antérieures, et sauf les exceptions y portées, au service de la garde nationale.
2. Les grenadiers et chasseurs seront pris parmis les hommes de 20 à 40 ans.
3. Les listes d’habitans susceptibles du service de la garde nationale seront formées et rectifiées
chaque année, conformement aux articles 5, 6 et 7, de notre décret du 5 avril 1815.
4. La garde nationale sera formée en bataillons de six compagnies dont une de grenadiers et une
de chasseurs.

Chaque compaignie sera de 120 hommes.
5. Les bataillons de chaque arrondissement de sous-préfecture, quel que soit leur nombre,
formeront une seule légion.
6. Les compagnies de grenadiers et chasseurs pourront, au besoin, être détachées de leur
bataillons, pour former des bataillons séparés dont la force sera en ce cas de six compagnies,
moitié de grenadiers, moitié de chasseurs.
7. Les colonels commandant les légions et les chefs de bataillons de grenadiers et chasseurs,
quand il en sera formé, seront nommés par nous sur la proposition de notre ministre de
l’intérieur.
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8. Pour l’organisation de la garde nationale, il sera formé un comité par arrondissement, et un
comité par département.
9. Le comité d’arrondissement sera composé du sous-préfet, d’un officier supérieur nommé par
le commandant de la division, d’un officier de la garde nationale, d’un membre du conseil
d’arrondissement, et d’un officier de gendarmerie, designés par le préfet.
10. Le comité de département sera composé du préfet ou d’un conseiller de préfecture désigné
par lui, du commandant du département, d’un officier général ou supérieur délégué par lui, et
d’un membre au conseil-général et d’un officier supérieur de la garde nationale, désignés par le
préfet, et l’officier commandant la gendarmerie du départment.
11. Le comité d’arrondissement formera par communes et cantons les contrôles des compagnies
de grenadiers, chasseurs et fusiliers, et indiquera la compagnie dont la réunion formera un
bataillon.
12. Il dressera des listes de présentation pour les places d’officiers des compagnies et des chefs
de bataillon.
13. Les comités de départements nommeront sur ces listes, sauf la confirmation du
Gouvernment.
14. Les officiers ainsi nommés, recevront un brevet qui leur sera délivré et signé par l’Empereur.
15. Les sous-officiers seront nommés par les chefs de bataillon sur la proposition des capitaines,
et sauf l’approbation des chefs de Légion.
16. Dans les lieux où il y a déjà des gardes nationales organisées et des officiers nommés, les
contrôles seront seulement revus et vérifiés et l’organisation rendue conforme aux dispositions
précédentes.
17. Les nominations d’officiers déjà faites seront maintenues, à moins que, sur la proposition
motivée du comitée d’arrondissement, le comité du département ne juge convenable d’y faire
des changemens, auquel cas les nominations seront faites comme il est dit aux articles 12 et 13.
18. Les réclamations contre l’inscription sur les contrôles généraux de la garde nationale, ou sur
les contrôles généraux de compagnies seront remises au maire, transmises par lui au sous-préfet,
jugées par le comité d’arrondissement, et, en cas de recours, décidées définitivement par le
comité du département.
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Reproduction of Napoleon Bonaparte by Thomas Heaphy, c.1813
NPG 1914(22)
© The National Portrait Gallery
The watercolour painter Thomas Heaphy (1775-1835) made his name with his highly detailed
depictions of fish and vegetable markets, before turning to portraiture and being appointed
portrait painter to the Princess of Wales. His style of portraiture was said to owe much to the
vocabulary of civic portraiture popularised by Joshua Reynolds. This watercolour portrait of
Napoleon dates from the period when he had undertaken his largest project, at the invitation of
the Duke of Wellington, to accompany the British army in its campaign in the Iberian peninsula.

8. Letter from Lord Castlereagh to the Duke of Wellington, regarding the ‘alarming’
reports from Paris and the necessity for the European powers to assemble, 16 March 1815

The despatches received this morning from Paris, copies of which I inclose, your Grace
will observe give a most unfavourable account of the state of the King’s affairs.

Although Paris and the country generally is tranquil, and the population not unfriendly to
the government, the progress of Bonaparte appears to have been hitherto unchecked by any 
opposition from the army, whilst strong indications of disaffection have manifested themselves 
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[f.1v] in particular corps, some of which have actually joined themselves to his standard. ...

[f.3r] ...You will also use your own utmost influence to terminate amicably the existing
differences between Austria and Bavaria, and to secure the effective aid of the latter power at
this critical conjecture.

[f.3v] Whatever differences of opinion may have prevailed under other circumstances, I
trust that ever minor consideration will be buried in the common interest which all must feel, to
preserve at least so far as concerns the existing boundaries of France, the glorious result of the
late war.

MS 61 Wellington Papers 1/452/18

9. Memorandum concerning the number of troops agreed as part of the negotiations for
the Treaty of Vienna, 25 March 1815, which committed the parties to put troops in the
field: written 29 March 1815

[f.3r] Tableau des troupes auxiliaires à fournir par des états
allemands moitié en troupes de ligne et moitié en Landwehr
mobile

Armée du Haut Rhin

Hohenzollern Hechingen X 194
Hohenzollen Sigmaringen X 386
Lichtenstein 100
La ville de Francfort X 750

Armée du Bas Rhin

Hesse electorale 7,500
Mecklenbourg-Schwerin X 3,800
Mecklenbourg-Strelitz 800 ou le tiers

de ce nombre
en cavalrie

Saxe Ducale, savoir
Weimar X 1,600 la cour

grand-ducale
de Weimar se
réserve sa
declaration
l’excedent dès
qu’elle sera
mis en
possession des
nouvelles
acquisitions
qu’on lui a
destinées

[Wellington has written
calculations in pencil across the
paper]:

137,000
7,500
7,730
1,600
3,000
3,000
9,700
_____
169,530
3,000
172,530

7,730
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[f.3v]
Gotha X 2,200
Meiringen 600
Hildburghausen 400
Cobourg 600 la cour

ducale de
Cobourg a
declaré néan
moins qu’elle
veut porter ce
nombre à 800 

La Maison d’Anhalt X 1,600
La Maison de Schwarzbourg X 1,300
La Maison de Reuss X 900
La Maison de Lippe X 1,300
Waldeck X 800

Armée des Pays Bas

Brunswik

X 3,000
Oldenbourg

X 1,600
Nassau X 6,080 

outre ces 6,080
hommes qui
feront parti de
l’armée des
Pays-bas 2 à
3,000 hommes
de réserve
seront prêts d’
entrer à
Mayence dès
que cela sera
demandé

Les villes anseatiques 3,000

7,730
9,700
17,930

MS 61 Wellington Papers 1/452/46  

15



10. The Duke of Wellington’s orders to assume command of an allied army, 28 March 1815

In the name and on behalf of His Majesty George the third by the Grace of God of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, King Defender of the Faith. To our right trusty
and right entirely beloved cousin and councillor Arthur Duke of Wellington, Knight of the Most
Noble Order of the Garter and Knight Grand Cross of the Most Honorable Order of the Bath,
Field Marshal of our forces. Greeting. We reposing special trust and confidence in your loyalty
courage and good conduct do by these presents constitute and appoint you to be commander of
our forces serving on the continent of Europe during our pleasure. You are therefore carefully
and diligently to discharge the said trust of commander of our forces by doing and performing all
and all manner of things thereinto belonging and we do hereby command all our officers and
soldiers who are or shall be employed with said service to acknowledge and obey you as
commander of our forces aforesaid and you are to observe and follow such orders and directions
from time to time as you shall receive from us or from our Commander in Chief of our Forces in
our United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland for the time being according to the rules and
discipline of war and in pursuance of the trust we hereby repose in you. Given at our court at
Carlton House the twenty first day of March 1815 in the fifty fifth year of our reign.
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11. WP1/452/44 Letter from the Duke of York, Commander in Chief of the British army, to
the Duke of Wellington with a list of staff and the regiments forming the army in Belgium,
28 March 1815

[f.1v]
Cavalry
7th Hussars 
10th Hussars 
18th Hussars
11th Light Dragoons 
12th Light Dragoons
16th Light Dragoons
1st Light Dragoons, Kings German Legion 
2nd Light Dragoons, Kings German Legion 
1st Hussars, Kings German Legion 
2nd Hussars, Kings German Legion 
3rd Hussars, Kings German Legion 

Artillery (British)
Artillery (Kings German Legion)
Engineers, sappers and miners

Infantry
1st Foot Guards, 2nd battalion 
Coldstream Guards, 2nd battalion
Third Coldstream Guards, 2nd battalion
14th Foot, 2nd battalion

Rank and file
390 
390 
390 
390 
390 
390
 506 
550 
676 
605 
837 
5,514 

975 
608 
216 
1,799 

974
765
833
600
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23rd Foot
25rd Foot, 2nd battalion
30th Foot, 2nd battalion
33rd Foot
35th Foot, 2nd battalion
37rd Foot, 2nd battalion
44th Foot, 2nd battalion
51st Foot
52nd Foot, 1st battalion
52nd Foot, 2nd battalion
54th Foot
59 h Foot, 2nd battaliont

[f.2r]
Infantry continued
69 Foot, 2nd battalion
71st Foot, 1st battalion
73rd Foot, 2nd battalion
78th Foot, 2nd battalion
81st Foot, 2nd battalion
91st Foot, 1st battalion
95th Foot, 1st battalion
95th Foot, 2nd battalion
95th Foot, 3rd battalion
Royal Staff Corps, 3 companies

1st Light battalion, Kings German Legion
2nd Light battalion, Kings German Legion
1st Line brigade, Kings German Legion
2nd Line brigade, Kings German Legion
3rd Line brigade, Kings German Legion
4th Line brigade, Kings German Legion
5th Line brigade, Kings German Legion
8th Line brigade, Kings German Legion
1st Foreign veteran battalion

Total cavalry, artillery and infantry

Hanoverians

630
389
597
585
560
408
423
550
850
270
538
450

526
790
558
330
345
800
93
600
190
180

496
450
460
509
560
478
467
559
600
18,413

25,726

13,990

Staff
General H. B. H. the Hereditary Prince of Orange, G.C.B. 
Lieutenant General Lord Hill, G.C.B. 
Lieutenant General Sir Henry Clinton, G.C.B. 
Lieutenant General Charles Baron Alten, K.C.B. 

MS 61 Wellington Papers 1/452/44
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12. Copy of a letter from the Duke of Wellington, Brussels, to Lieutenant General Sir
Charles William Stewart, first Baron Stewart, 8 May 1815

I have received your letters of the 28th April, for which I am very much obliged to you -
and I have perused with the greatest attention the mem[orandum] which you enclosed.

I saw Clarke  yesterday, and he told me that a person of the War Office upon whom he1

could depend, had informed him that on the 30th April the enemy’s regular army consisted of 
139,000 men; and the Guards to 25,000 — gendarmerie, and national guards raised and 
expected to be raised would make it 280,000. This was the utmost expected.

Beurnonville, who ought to know told me this day, that we ought to reckon that the
enemy had an effective force of 200,000 men. He says the King had 155,000 when he quitted
Paris, and that he had granted above 100,000 congés, which had been called in — but that not
above half could be reckoned upon as likely to join. I understand likewise that there were above 
100,000 deserters wandering about France.

In reference to these different statements, I beg you to observe that Clarke speaks from 
positive information; Beurnonville from conjecture. According to Clarke’s account the army 
gained in strength only 3000 men in the last fifteen days; but then it must be [f.1v] 
observed that the guards have gained about 19,000, being the difference between 6000, which 
they were, and 25,000 which they are now. ...

MS 61 Wellington Papers 1/464/42

13.  Letter from the Duke of Wellington, to Henry Bathurst, third Earl Bathurst, Secretary
of State for War and the Colonies, regarding the work proposed to be constructed at
Ostend, 13 June 1815. This is the despatch was the last that Wellington wrote to Bathurst
before the battle and the Waterloo despatch.

I inclose a letter from the chief engineer on the work proposed to be constructed at
Ostend, from which your Lordship will observe that I had misunderstood him when I wrote to
your Lordship on the [blank]; and that instead of costing as I imagined when I then wrote to your
Lordship, it will cost on the whole 21,219 pounds.

I entertain no doubt of the essential utility of the work; indeed Ostend cannot be attacked
as long as it is maintained; and it is very desirable that it should be completed.

But as it will cost so much more than I had expected and represented to your Lordship, I
wish to have your sanction to its being undertaken after you will know the sum it will really cost.

MS 61 Wellington Papers 1/470/1/19 

14. Treaty of subsidy signed by the Duke of Wellington and Comte St Martin d’Aglié, on
behalf of the King of Sardinia for the provision of troops, 2 May 1815. The troops in this
treaty were expected to serve with the Austrians in Italy against Joachim Murat, King of
Naples, Napoleon’s brother-in-law.

His Majesty the King of Sardinia having by a
treaty signed at Vienna on the 9th of April
1815 acceded to the treaty of General Alliance

“Sa Majesté le Roi de Sardaigne ayant
accedé par un traité signé à Vienne le 9 avril
1815 au traité de la grande Alliance

 Henri-Jacques-Guillaume Clarke, Duc de Feltre, was appointed Minister of War by1

Louis XVIII in March 1815 and accompanied the monarch to the Low Countries.
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signed at the same place on the 29th of March
last by the plenipotentiaries of Great Britain,
Austria, Russia, Prussia, and having engaged to
employ in the field a contingent of 15,000 men,
one tenth of which shall be cavalry with
artillery in proportion, and his Royal Highness
the Prince Regent acting in the name, and on
the behalf of his Majesty the King of Great
Britain and Ireland, being desirous as far as
may be in his power to assist the King of
Sardinia, in order to enable his Majesty, to
make the exertions to carry into execution his
engagements, has named the Duke of
Wellington etc., etc., etc., and his Majesty the
King of Sardinia has named the Count St.
Martin d’Aglié, in order to discuss and settle
the terms on which the said assistance shall be
given, who having communicated to each other
their respective full-powers, have agreed to the
following articles:
Article 1st
His B[ritannic] Majesty engages to pay to his
Majesty the King of Sardinia a subsidy of
£11.2[s.] per man for the service of the year
ending on the first of April 1816, to the number
of 15,000 men, this subsidy shall be paid in
London at the end of each month by monthly
instalments to the person duly authorised to
receive the same, on the part of his Majesty the
King of Sardinia [f.1v] and the first payment is
to be made upon the exchange of the
ratifications of this treaty.
In case peace should take place or be signed
between the Allied Powers and France before
the expiration of the said year, the subsidy shall
be paid up to the end of the month in which the
definitive treaty shall have been signed, and his
Britannic Majesty promises in addition to pay
to H[is] M[ajesty] the King of Sardinia the
subsidy of one month to cover the expenses of
the return of His M[ajesty]’s troops within his
own frontiers.
Article 2nd
The Minister of His M[ajesty] the King of
Sardinia in London shall concert with the
officers to be appointed by H[is] B[ritannic]
Majesty as to the mode most convenient for the
transmission of the money for the use of H[is]
M[ajesty] the King of Sardinia.
Article 3
His Royal Highness the Prince Regent, acting
in the name and on the behalf of his Majesty

également signé à Vienne le 25 mars 1815
par les plenipotentiaires de la Grande
Bretagne, de l’Autriche, de la Russie et de la
Prusse, et d’étant engagé à employer
activement un contingent de 15,000 hommes
dont un dixième sera composé de cavalerie
avec de l’artillerie à proportion, et S. A. R.
le Prince Régent agissant au nom de S. M. le
Roi du Royaume uni de la Grand Bretagne
et l’Irelande, desirant aider autant qu’il est
en son pouvoir S. M. le Roi de Sardaigne et
pour le mettre à même de remplir le dit
engagement, a nommé M. le Duc de
Wellington, etc., etc., etc., et S. Majesté
Sarde M. le Comte St. Martin d’Aglié pour
discuter et fixer les termes fur lesquels la
dite assistance doit être fournie, lesquels
ayant communiques réciproquement leurs
pleins pouvoirs sont convenus des articles
suivans:
Article 1st
S. M. Britannique s’engage à fournir à S. M.
Sarde un subside à raison de onze livres
sterlings et deux schillings par homme, pour
le nombre de quinze mille hommes, pour le
service de l’armée qui finira le 1st du
prochain avril 1816. Le subside ci-dessus
stipulé sera payé à Londres à la fin de
chaque mois par payemens mensuels entre
les mains de la personne [f.1v] dument
autorisée de la part de S. M. Sarde à le
recevoir, et le premier payement sera
effectué au moment de l’exchange des
ratifications du présent traité. Dans le cas
que la paix entre les puissances Alliées et la
France fût signée avant l’expiration de
l’année, ce subside sera payé jusqu’à la fin
du mois dans lequel le traité définitif aura
été signé, et S. M. Britannique promit en
outre de payer a S. M. le Roi de Sardaigne le
subside d’un mois pour couvrir les frais du
retour de ses troupes dans ses propres
frontières.
Article 2d
Le Ministre de S. M. Sarde à Londres se
concertera avec les officiers que S. M.
Britannique nommera, sur la manière la plus
convenable de faire passer le montant de ces
payemens a S. M. le Roi de Sardaigne.
Article 3
S. A. R. le Prince Régent, agissant au nom
de S. M. Britannique, nommera un officer
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the King of the Great Britain and Ireland, shall
commission an officer to the head-quarters of
H[is] Sardinian Majesty, in order to report the
military operations, and this officer shall be
permitted to ascertain that the contingent of His
Majesty is kept complete.
Article 4
In case His Sardinian Majesty should be
enabled to increase his forces in the field to the
amount of 30,000 men of which increase that
expectation is stated [f.2r] in the 3rd Article of
the treaty of accession of the 9 April 1815, His
Royal Highness the Prince Regent will take
into consideration the means of assisting his
Majesty to make that further exertion.
Article 5
This treaty shall be ratified and the ratifications
shall be exchanged in London as soon as
possible.
In faith of which the respective
plenipotentiaries have signed it and have
affixed thereunto the seals of their arms.”

au quartier général de S. M. Sarde qui sera
chargé de faire ses rapports sur les
opérations militaires, et à qui il sera permis
de prendre les informations nécéssaires pour
s’assurer que le contingent de S. M. le Roi
de Sardaigne soit porté au complet.
Article 4
En cas qui S. M. Sarde fut a même
d’augmenter son armée effective jusqu’au
nombre de trente mille hommes, ainsi que la
possibilité en est indiquée dans l’article 3e
du traité d’accession [f.2r] de S. M. Sarde
signé à Vienne le 9 avril 1815. S. A. R. le
Prince Régent prendre cette circonstance en
considération et avvisera aux moyens
d’aider S. M. Sarde a exécuter cet effort
ultérieur.
Article 5me
Le présent traité sera ratifié et les
ratifications en seront echangées à Londres
le plutôt possible.
En foi de quoi les plénipotentiaires respectif
l’ont signé et y ont appose le sceau de leur
armes.”

MS 61 Wellington Papers 1/487/7

Reproduction of Arthur Wellesley, first Duke of Wellington by Thomas Heaphy, c.1813
NPG 4176
© the National Portrait Gallery
This portrait of the Duke of Wellington by Heaphy forms part of a series of whole-length
portraits of officers realised in southern France and Spain over a period of 18 months whilst he
accompanied the British army during its military campaign. Theses portraits, which have bodies
and legs outlined in pencil with the heads painted in watercolour, were studies for a group
portrait The Duke of Wellington in consultation with his officers previous to a general
engagement.

15. Letter from the Duke of Wellington, to the Duc de Feltre, regarding the troops of the
Duc de Berri, and their disposition in the cantonments of either Dendermonde or Aalst, 142 

June 1815. 

Je reçois vos quatre lettres du 12me.
J’ai nommé votre parent, le Capitaine Clarke à l’Etat Major Général de l’armée, et je le

place auprès de votre Excellence.

 Charles Ferdinand d'Artois de Bourbon, Duc de Berri, was the nephew of Louis XVIII,2

and appointed the Commander in Chief of the French army: he accompanied Louis to the Low
Countries in March 1815. 
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Je ferai des demandes auprès du Roi des Pays Bas pour le nommé d’Arthier.
Son Altesse Royale le Due de Berri tient à sa disposition les cantonnemens de Termonde

et d’Alost; et il peut concentrer ses troupes à l’un des deux s’il le juge à propos, ou pour
l’offensive ou pour la défensive.

Pour ce qui regarde la surprise des places, votre Excellence conviendra que ce n’est pas
possible de baser les opérations des armées de l’Europe entière, qui ont pour objet le salut
général, sur les [f.1v] espérances qu’auraient quelques habitans d’une place, ou de la surprendre,
ou de surprendre quelque autre, parceque ces espérances nécessairement deviennent frustrées par
le renfort ou le changement de la garnison, ou le changement du gouverneur, ou même d’un
officier de la garnison. Ces mesures, quelque importantes qu’elles soient, ne peuvent être
censées qu’accessoires aux grandes opérations de la guerre; et votre Excellence doit être
persuadée que je ne peux pas diriger celles des autres pour les favoriser.
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16.  Account of expenses incurred by Lieutenant Colonel Colquhoun Grant, Assistant
Quarter Master General, for secret service from 24 May to 24 September 1815, including
for messengers and for the purchase of maps

Dates Francs No. of
vouchers

1815
May
24 To posting from Brusselles to Antwerp 45
25 Returning en poste with a person and her servant 80

To a person setting out on her journey to Paris 1140
28 To M. Decken the expense of his journey from Antwerp to

Brussells
75

June
2 Advanced M. Decken on setting out for Mons 500 1
15 To a messenger to Condé 25

To maps of 15 departments of France 142½ 2
16 To a messenger to Rougay 5

To ditto with my letter of this date to Engeihn 5
To ditto to St Ghislain 10

17 To the expences of a journey by Tournoy and Mons to Waterloo
with the Chevalier de Trenois’ expences on the same

150

19 To cash paid M. Norman fils, his messanger to Maubeuge 60
To M. Massine of St Guislain, his ditto to Vallenciennes 60
Advanced a messenger despatched from Binche to Philipville 140

20 Ditto to Bavay with my letter of this date 5
To maps of the Dyle [Dijle], Genappe and of France purchased
at Mons on the 17th

18

To bill for stationery at Brussells 46½
23 Advanced M. Norman Père on setting out for Laon 100

Expences of a journey from Waterloo to Cateaux between the
19th and 23rd with the Chevallier de Frenois, expenses on the
same

150

July
6 Paid M. Norman Père for his detention and to carry him home 400 3
6 Paid M. Norman fils ditto ditto 400 4
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Carried over
Date Francs No. of

vouchers
1815
July
6 Brought forward 3557

To cash paid M. Petit Père for his detention and to carry him
home

400 5

To M. Petit fils ditto ditto ditto 400 6
To Capt. Menuessir [Menuisier] the sum advanced by him to M.
Decken on acc[oun]t

140 7

To ditto ditto his expenses for a trunk for the papers of the
department

34

To Capt. Meneussir [Menuisier] his contingent account from 1st
May to 24th July 1815

1753 8

Septr Paid to M. Decken the ballance due for his expenses to 24th July 666 9
7 Paid to M. Petit Père on setting out on a mission for Brussells 1000 10

Total expended in francs 7950

Recd on acc[ou]nt from Lord Fitzroy the 24th May 1815 3000
Ditto ditto the 13th June 5000

8000

Ballance in hand 50
8000

I certify upon honor that the above sums have been actually expended by me and the amount 
paid for the purposes specified and on the public service only
Colquhoun Grant L[ieutenan]t Col[onel] AQMG
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Case 3 Battle of Waterloo itself
The first the British government knew officially about the battle was from Wellington’s
despatch, written early in the morning of 19 June. In drafting this document for Lord Bathurst,
the Secretary of State for War, Wellington expected to produce an authoritative account, based
on information that might be used to substantiate it, which could be produced in Parliament if
necessary. We can see various points at which he drew on his own orders, or used the reports of
others. He deliberately confined himself to what he saw as a statement of facts, rather than
expressing matters of opinion. Those commanding divisions wrote to him on 19 June, to supply
him with the detail of information — his own official account of the battle itself was very brief.
The draft of Wellington’s despatch is now in the British Library (Additional Manuscript 69850)
and we can see four principal stages in its composition. These are: Wellington writing and
making a few corrections as he composed for the first time; a series of small additions,
precisions and changes, which were made on a read through of the whole text; the addition of a
final folio, possibly written while the rest of the despatch was being written up, as there was in
fact ample space on the final pages to write this information; and a series of alterations in pencil,
also in Wellington’s hand, which transformed the despatch to Bathurst into a letter to go to the
King of the Netherlands, reporting on the action, a document sent to the King on 21 June.

Wellington had other business in the immediate aftermath of the battle. Lady Salisbury’s
journal, from 1836, tells us that he was busy for the balance of 18 June organising the army and
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the consequences, with no sense of elation at the victory. My thoughts were so entirely occupied
with what was to be done to improve the victory, to replace the officers that were lost, to put
everything in proper order, that I had no leisure for another idea. I remember our supper that
night very well, and then I went to bed, and was called about three in the morning by Hume, to
go to see poor Gordon [the Duke’s aide de camp, Sir Alexander Gordon] but he was dead before
I got there. Then I came back, and had a cup of tea and some toast, wrote my despatch, and then
rode to Brussels.

The Waterloo Despatch
[f.5r] ... This attack upon the right of our center was accompanied by a very heavy cannonade
upon our whole line, which was destined to support the repeated attacks of cavalry and infantry,
occasionally mixed, but sometimes separate, which were made upon it. In one of these the enemy
carried the farm house of La Haye Sainte, as the detachment of the light Battallion [f.5v] of the
[German] Legion, which occupied it, had expended all its ammunition; and the enemy occupied
the only communication there was with them. 

The enemy repeatedly charged our infantry with his cavalry, but these attacks were
uniformly unsuccessful; and they afforded opportunities to our cavalry to charge, in one 
of which Lord E.Somerset’s brigade [of British Cavalry], consisting of the Life Guards, Royal
Horse Guards, and 1st Dragoon Guards, highly distinguished themselves, as did that of Major
General Sir W[illia]m Ponsonby, having taken many prisoners and an eagle.

These attacks were repeated till about 7 in the evening, when the enemy made a
desperate effort with cavalry and infantry, supported by the fire of artillery, to force our left
center, near the farm of La Haye Sainte, which, after a severe contest, was defeated; and, having
observed that the troops retired from this [f.6r] attack in great confusion, and that the march of
General Bülow’s corps, by Frischermont, upon Planchenois and La Belle Alliance, had begun to
take effect, and as I could perceive the fire of his cannon, and as Marshall Prince Blücher had
joined in person with a corps of his army to the left of our line by Ohain, I determined to attack
the enemy, and immediately advanced the whole line of infantry, supported by the cavalry and
artillery. The attack succeeded in every point: the enemy was forced from his positions on the
heights, and fled in the utmost confusion, leaving behind him, as far as I could judge, 150 pieces
[of cannon], with their ammunition, which fell into our hands.

I continued the pursuit till long after dark, and then discontinued it only on account of
the fatigue of our troops, who had been engaged during 12 hours, and because I [f.6v] found
myself on the same road with Marshall Blücher, who assured me of his intention to follow the
enemy throughout the night. He has sent me word this morning that he had taken 60 pieces of
cannon belonging to the Imperial Guard, and several carriages, baggage, etc., belonging to
Buonaparte, in Genappe.

17. Report from Lieutenant General Carl von Alten to the Duke of Wellington on the
conduct of the third division at the battle of Waterloo 19 June 1815

The very severe loss which the 3rd division sustained in the action yesterday would be
most painful to me had I not the full conviction that every regiment composing it did their duty,
and it is in justice to their conduct that I do myself the honor of submitting the following report
for Your Grace’s perusal.

In compliance with Your Grace’s orders and those of His Royal Highness the Prince
Regent to form the division for the attack in two lines of contiguous columns, I placed them in
columns of two batallions together at quarter distance, the right regiment on its left company, the
left on its right company, so as to deploy right and left into line or to form [f.1v] squares as
necessary, the columns composing the 1st and 2nd line, chequered. ...
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18. Report from Major General Sir James Kempt to the Duke of Wellington on the conduct
of the fifth division at the battle of Waterloo, 19 June 1815

In consequence of the lamented fall of L[ieutenan]t General Sir Thomas Picton (who was
unfortunately killed early in the battle yesterday at a very critical moment while nobly animating
the troops) the command of the 5  Div[isio]n and the troops that had been placed under histh

orders devolved upon me, and it is quite impossible for me to convey by words to Y[ou]r Grace
the feelings of admiration with which I beheld the invincible spirit displayed by the British
troops in repulsing every attack that was made upon the position where I had the honor to
command. The troops were formed in two lines supported by M[ajor] Gen[era]l the Hon[ora]ble
Sir W.Ponsonby’s brigade of cavalry. The 1st line was composed of Dutch and Belgian troops
under the 1st b[attalio]n of the 95th Reg[imen]t under Col[onel] Sir And[re]w Barnard posted on
a knoll on the right. The 2nd line was posed of the 8th and 9th brigade of infantry under M[ajor]
Gen[era]l Sir Denis Pack and myself and the 4th and 5th Hanoverian brigades of militia
commanded by Colonels Vincke and Best. The enemy having concealed [f.1v] his attack to the
last moment, advanced rapidly in three immense columns of infantry covered by 30 pieces of
artillery directing their heads on the right, centre and left of the position to the left of the
chausée. ...

With an enclosed letter from Major General Sir John Lambert to Kempt, 19 June 1815
 
 [f.5r] The 10th Brigade infantry having been ordered up in support of the 5th division and
to place itself under the orders of Sir Tho[ma]s Picton, I beg leave to report to you as second in
command that I was perfectly satisfied with the conduct of every individual of the Brigade in the
action yesterday. I most particularly mention the steady and gallant conduct of the 27th
Reg[imen]t under Major Hare, unavoidably exposed for several hours to a galling fire (well
known to you) and was much to be praised, and I should be obliged to you to name him to the
commanding officer of the forces particularly. On the death of Major Heylord of the 40th, Major
Browne took the command and continued in it. Major Smith, Brigade Major, afforded me great
assistance by his zeal and abilities. Should the commander of the forces think proper to
recommend these officers [f.5v] for a brevetship, I consider them as well meriting it and should
hope it would meet with your approbation my so doing. ...
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19. Letter from the Duke of Wellington to Lord Bathurst requesting reinforcements of
British infantry and cavalry, 19 June 1815

I am come in to arrange some matters, and start immediately.
Can you reinforce us in good British infantry particularly and cavalry? You’ll see how

we are reduced. Some of the battalions have not 100 men.
We must have Lord Combermere also if he will come.

MS 61 Wellington Papers 1/471/3
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20. Despatch by the Duke of Wellington to Lord Bathurst about the battle of Waterloo, 22
June 1815
Wellington has noted in pencil a second opening for the version of this despatch to be sent to the
King of the Netherlands: ‘I have the honor to report to Your Majesty’. There is also an
alternative opening to the second paragraph, the pencil written over in ink, relating to Prince
Frederick: ‘His Royal Highness Prince Frederick blockades Quesnoi and Valenciennes with the
corps under his command’.

We have continued in march on the left of the Sambre since I wrote to you. Marshal
Blücher crossed that river on the 19th in pursuit of the enemy; and both armies entered the
French territory yesterday; the Prussian by Beaumont and the Allied Army under my command
by Bavay.

His Royal Highness Prince Frederick blockades Quesnoi and Valenciennes with the
corps under his command.

We have blockaded Quesnoi and Valenciennes; the Prussian army Landregy and
Maubeuge. Avesnes surrendered to the latter last night.

I expect the King of France at Mons tomorrow. I have written to urge him to come
forward; as I find the people in this country well disposed to his cause; and I think it probable
that he might be able to get [f.1v] possession of some of the fortresses. ...

MS 61 Wellington Papers 1/471/18

21A. Copy of a letter from the Duke of Wellington, to George Hamilton Gordon, fourth
Earl of Aberdeen, informing him of the death of his brother, Lieutenant Colonel Sir
Alexander Gordon, at the battle of Waterloo, 19 June 1815

You will readily give credit to the existence of the extreme grief with which I announce
to you the death of your gallant brother, in consequence of a wound received in our great battle
of yesterday.

He had served me most zealously and usefully for many years, and on many trying
occasions; but he had never rendered himself more useful, and had never distinguished himself
more, than in our late actions.

He received the wound which occasioned his death, when rallying one of the Brunswick 
battalions which was shaking a little; and he lived long enough to be informed by myself, of the 
glorious result of our actions, to which he had so much contributed by his active and zealous 
assistance.

I cannot express to you the regret and sorrow with which I [f.1v] look round me, and
contemplate the loss which I have sustained, particularly in your brother. The glory resulting
from such actions, so dearly bought, is no consolation to me. ...

MS 61 Wellington Papers 1/471/4  

21B. WP1/469/5 Letter from Lord Aberdeen, to the Duke of Wellington, about his brother
Alexander Gordon, 23 June 1815

I cannot refrain from obtruding on Your Grace for a few moments in the midst of your 
important occupations, in order to express the feelings with which I received your note of the
19th.

That my brother should live in your recollection is by far the most sensible consolation I
can possibly receive for his loss. His attachment and devotion to your person were well known to
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me, and though I had fondly hoped that under your auspices and protection he would one day
have acquired a distinguished name, and have rendered important services to his country, yet the
manner in which you speak of him proves to me that even now he cannot be said to have lived in 
vain. You may meet with many, superior perhaps in other respects, but in the zeal and devotion 
with which his whole heart was [f.1v] employed in your service, it would be difficult to find his 
equal. In the blaze of glory which accompanies your career, and which I doubt not will attend 
you to its close, that you should condescend sometimes to remember my brother with a sigh, is 
the idea on which I dwell with the greatest satisfaction, as indeed it will be infinitely the most 
valuable tribute which can ever be paid to his memory.
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Case 4 The end of the war and the allied occupation of France

The Battle of Waterloo, decisive though it was, did not bring the campaign against Napoleon to a
conclusion. The allies now had to complete their victory by taking control of France from him
and his adherents, and handing it over to the legitimate French authorities. These tasks were not
straightforward. First of all, there was a military campaign to complete: Napoleon may have
withdrawn into France with his forces in disorder, but invasion would bring with it a great many
risks and sensitivities — this was, after all, the country of an ally, the King of France. Secondly,
there was the question of establishing a legitimate authority to take control of the country.

Although in March 1815 the allies had declared Napoleon an outlaw, they did not in June
that year have a settled opinion on how to deal with him as an individual. That discussion was
closely linked to political questions about the government of France and how the allies might
join together in a solution to this end. The British government gave this serious consideration in
late June and early July — and a plan gradually emerged that obtained the support of the allies,
that if he were captured by the British, he would be sent into exile to a point sufficiently remote
that he might not again disturb the peace of Europe.  Napoleon surrendered to the British on 15
July and was taken to St Helena.

The question facing Wellington and the allies was how to stop the conflict in a way that
allowed the French king to have sufficient authority to govern France; the allies were also
reluctant to attack Paris and to destroy the capital of Louis XVIII, whom it seemed probable they
would restore to the French throne. But Wellington was quite clear that the French army could
not be allowed to remain in Paris, nor that the king recover his throne in a way that left him in
the hands of the Assemblies, which were seen as Napoleon’s creation and instrument. Fighting
continued around Paris on 2 and 3 July, at Meudon and Issy, to the south-west of the capital, in
which the French suffered heavy losses. The Prussians were now able to move along the left
bank of the Seine, in communication with Wellington’s army by way of the bridge at Argenteuil;
and the British army was able to move in force along the left bank of the Seine as well, towards
the Pont de Neuilly. At this point, the French asked for a ceasefire on both sides of the Seine and
to negotiate a military convention. Agreed at St Cloud on the night of 3 July and ratified the
following day, the convention set out the terms on which the French army should evacuate Paris.
The terms of this agreement were purely military and did not settle any political question.

The allies were not at war with Louis XVIII and were, in fact, in alliance with him. The
terms of a peace settlement therefore focused on securing France’s frontiers with her neighbours,
without overstating territorial claims.  Financial arrangements with France were settled in a
meeting of 13 October — and a formal treaty (a second Treaty of Paris) was agreed on 20
November 1815. The treaty renewed the Treaty of Chaumont of 1 March 1814 and the Treaty of
Vienna of 25 March 1815. It committed the four powers — Austria, Great Britain, Prussia and
Russia — to the use of military force to ensure the peace of Europe: 60,000 men were to be in
the field, beyond the army of occupation. France was to pay 270 million francs over three years
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from 1 December 1815, of which 140 million francs were a financial indemnity and the balance
was for the support of the allied army of occupation. That army was to be in place for a
minimum of three years and a maximum of five, with the possibility of reducing it in size after
one year.  While the army of occupation was security for the allies against French aggression, it
was also intended that it give France herself, and especially the King, protection against a
revolutionary uprising.

The allied army continued to occupy part of France until late 1818, although it had been
reduced in size in 1817. On 4 November 1818, at the Congress of Aix-la-Chapelle, the allies
agreed that the provisions of the treaty of 20 November 1815 had been fulfilled, and that France
might be restored to her full position in international relations — the declaration was made
publicly on 15 November. In parallel, preparations had been in hand since early October for the
withdrawal of the army of occupation and the troops marched out of France during mid
November.

22. Letter from the Duke of Wellington, to the Duc de Feltre, informing that he intends to
cross into France and advising on Louis XVIII’s plans, 20 June 1815

Comme je compte passer la frontière et entrer en France demain, je crois que le temps est
arrivé quand Sa Majesté devrait se mettre en mouvement.

Je vous prie donc de lui conseiller de le faire par Grammont, Ath, et Mons.
J’envoie le Colonel Torrens à Grammont pour faire les quartiers de Sa Majesté; et je vous

prie de lui faire dire ce qu’il lui faudra pour Sa Majesté et sa cour.
Je vous prie aussi de faire dire au Colonel Torrens si Sa Majesté partira demain ou après 

demain, et s’il passera en un jour de Gand à Ath, ou même à Mons, ou s’il s’arrêtera à 
Grammont.
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23. Copy of the terms of the capitulation of Sedan, 26 June 1815, agreed between Colonel
von Witzleben of the Prussian army, and Colonel the Chevalier Ardant, in charge of the defences
of Sedan, describing how the allied forces are to take possession of the town and fortifications:
the town is to be handed over in the state that it was at the moment of the ratification of the
capitulation, and the French troops are bound to show no aggression towards the allied forces. 
All French wounded are to be cared for in the same way that the allies would treat their
wounded.
MS 61 Wellington Papers 1/487/8/1

24. Letter from Lord Bathurst to the Duke of Wellington enclosing a letter from Captain
Frederick L.Maitland, 24 July 1815

I enclose, for your Grace’s information and Lord Castlereagh’sa copy of Capt[ai]n
Maitland’s letter of the 14th with its inclosure, receiv’d this morning.

We have nearly determined, subject to what we may hear from Paris in answer to Lord
Liverpool’s letter a week ago, to send Bonaparte to St. Helena. In point of climate it is
unobjectionable, and its situation will enable us to keep him from all intercourse with the world,
without requiring all that severity of restraint which it would be otherwise necessary to inflict
upon him. There is much reason to hope that in a place from whence we propose excluding
[f.1v] all neutrals, and with which there can be so little communication, Bonaparte’s existence

27



will be soon forgotten. ....

MS 61 Wellington Papers 1/474/9

25. Copy of a letter from Captain Frederick L.Maitland, HMS Bellerophon, Basque Roads,
to John Wilson Croker, 14 July 1815

Sir,
For the information of my Lords Comm[issione]rs of the Admiralty I have to acquaint

you that the Count Las Casses  and General Allemand this day came on board HM Ship under3

my command with a proposal for me to receive on board Napoleon Bonaparte for the purpose of
throwing himself on the generosity of His Royal Highness the Prince Regent.

Conceiving myself authorized [f.1v] by their Lordships’ secret order, I have acceded to
the proposal, and he is to embark on board this ship tomorrow morning. That no
misunderstanding might arise, I have explicitly and clearly explained to the Count Les Casses
that I have no authority whatever for granting terms of any sort, but that all I can do is to convey
him and his suite to England, to be received in such a manner as His Royal Highness may deem
expedient.

At the request of Napoleon Bonaparte, and that their [f.2r] Lordships may be in
possession of the transaction at as early a period as possible, I despatch the Slaney with General
Gourgaud, his aide de camp, directing her to put into the nearest port, and forward this despatch
by the First Lieutenant; and shall in compliance with their Lordships’ orders proceed to Torbay
there to await such direction as the Admiralty may think proper to give me.

Enclosed I transmit a copy of the letter with which General Gourgaud is charged from
Napoleon Buonaparte to His Royal Highness the Prince Regent; and [f.2v] request you will
acquaint their Lordships that the General informs me he is entrusted with further particulars
which he is anxious to communicate to His Royal Highness. 

With the enclosed copy of a note from Napoleon Bonaparte, Rochefort, to George, Prince
Regent, 13 July 1815

[f.3r] Altesse Royale
En butte aux factions qui divisent mon pays et à l’inimitié des plus grandes puissances de

l’Europe, j’ai terminé ma carrière politique, et je viens comme Themistocle m’asseoir sur le
foyer du peuple Britannique. Je me mets sous la protection de ses loix, que je reclame de Votre
Altesse Royale comme au plus puissante au plus constant et au plus génereux de mes ennemis.
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Your Royal Highness, 
A victim to the factions which distract my country, and to the enmity of the greatest

powers of Europe, I have terminated my political career, and I come, like Themistocles, to throw
myself on the hospitality of the British people. I place myself under the protection of its laws, I

 Emmanuel Augustin Dieudonné Joseph, Comte de Las Cases, who with his son3

accompanied Napoleon to St Helena. 
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claim from Your Royal Highness as the most powerful, the most constant and most generous of
my enemies.

26. Draft of a letter from the Duke of Wellington, to the French Commissioners, informing
them that he cannot consent to the suspension of hostilities, 26 June 1815, 10 p.m.

As I Field Marshal the Duke of Wellington have only at this moment returned to his
quarters, he has only now received from Marshal Prince Blucher the letter of their Excellencies
and which their Excellencies had sent to the Prussian outposts.

When the Field Marshal last heard from the head quarters of the Allied Sovereigns the
21st instant their Majesties were at Heidelberg; and they must still be in that direction. It must be
obvious to their Excellencies that the Field Marshal can neither prevent nor aid their
Excellencies in reaching their Majesties; and if he has it in his power, or if their Excellencies
think proper to pass through the [f.1v] countries in which the troops are under his command the
Field Marshal begs they will let him know in what manner he can facilitate their journey. ...
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27. Letter from the Duke of Wellington to Field Marshal Blücher regarding the proposed
armistice, 2 July 1815

Mein lieber Fürst
I requested General Muffling to write to your Highness yesterday, upon the subject of the

propositions which had been made to me by the French Commissioners for a suspension of
hostilities, upon which I have not yet had a positive answer from your Highness. 

It appears to me that with the force which you and I have under our command at present
the attack of Paris is a matter of great risk. I am convinced it cannot be made on this side with
any hope of success. 

The army under my command must then cross the Seine twice, and get into the Bois de
Boulogne before the attack can be made; and even then if we should succeed the loss would be
very severe. 

We must incur a severe loss, if it is necessary, in any case. But in this case it is not
necessary. [f.1v] By the delay of a few days we shall have here the army under Marshall Prince
Wrede, and the Allied Sovereigns with it, who will decide upon the measures to be adopted, and
success will then be certain with a comparatively trifling loss; or if we choose it, we can settle all
our matters now by agreeing to the proposed armistice. ... 

MS 61 Wellington Papers 1/475/10 

28. Letter from the Duke of Wellington to Lord Bathurst, 2 July 1815
Wellington has noted in pencil a second opening for the version of this letter to be sent to the
King of the Netherlands: ‘Sire, I have the honor to refer Your Majesty’.

My Lord
The enemy attacked the advanced guard of Marshall Prince Blücher’s corps at Villers

Cotterets on the 28th, but, the main body coming up, they were driven off with the loss of six
pieces of cannon and about one thousand prisoners. 

It appears that these troops were on the march from Soissons to Paris, and, having been
driven off that road by the Prussian troops at Villers Cotterets, they got upon that of Meaux.
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They were attacked again upon this road by General Bulow, who took from them 500 prisoners,
and drove them across the Meaux. They have, however, got into Paris. 

The advanced guard of the allied army under my command crossed the Oise on the 29th,
and the whole [f.1v] on the 80th, and we yesterday took up a position, with the right upon the
height of Richebourg, the left upon the Bois de Bondy. 

Field Marshall Prince Blucher, having taken the village of Aubevilliers, or Vertus, on the
morning of the 30th June, moved to his right, and crossed the Seine at St. Germains as I
advanced; and he will this day have his right at Plessis Piquet, his left at St. Cloud, and the
reserve at Versailles. ... 

MS 61 Wellington Papers 1/475/9

29. Letter from the Duke of Wellington to Lord Bathurst, 4 July 1815
Wellington has noted in pencil a second opening for the version of this letter to be sent to the
King of the Netherlands: ‘Sire, I have the honor to report that’.

My lord
Field Marshall Prince Blucher was strongly opposed by the enemy in taking the position

on the left of the Seine, which I reported [alternative set out by Wellington in pencil for the
version to the King: ‘had the honor to’] in my dispatch of the 2nd instant that he intended to take
up on that day, particularly on the heights of St. Cloud and Meudon; but the gallantry of the
Prussian troops under General Zieten [Ziethen] surmounted every obstacle and they succeeded
finally in establishing themselves upon the heights of Meudon, and in the village of Issy. The
French attacked them again in Issy, at three oclock in the morning of the 3rd, but were repulsed
with considerable loss; and, finding that Paris was then open on its vulnerable side, that a
communication was opened between the two Allied Armies by a bridge which I had had
established at Argenteuil, [f.1v] and that a British corps was likewise moving upon the left of the
Seine, towards the Pont de Neuilly; the enemy sent to desire that the firing might cease on both
sides of the Seine, with a view to the negociation at the palace of St. Cloud of a military
convention between the armies, under which the French army should evacuate Paris. ... 

MS 61 Wellington Papers 1/475/17 

30. Draft of a memorandum from the Duke of Wellington to Lord Castlereagh on
arrangements for the occupation of France, August 1815

My dear Lord
I have perused with attention the memorandum which you have sent me, and have

considered well the contents of those written by the Ministers of the other powers. 
My opinion is that the French Revolution and the treaty of Paris have left France in too

great strength for the rest of Europe weakened as all the powers of Europe have been by the wars
in which they have been engaged with France, by the destruction of all the fortresses and
strongholds in the Low Countries and Germany, principally by the French, and by the ruin of the
finances of all the Continental Powers. 

Notwithstanding that this opinion is as strongly, if not more strongly impressed upon my
mind than upon that of any of those whose papers have lately come under my consideration I
doubt its being in our power now to make such an alteration in the relations [f.1v] of France with
other powers as will be of material benefit. ...

[f.2v] That which has been their object has been to put an end to the revolution; to obtain
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peace for themselves and their people; [f.3r] to have the power of reducing their overgrown
military establishments, and the leisure to attend to the internal concerns of their several nations,
and to improve the situation of their people. The Allies took up arms against Buonaparte because
it was certain that the world could not be at peace as long as he should possess, or should be in a
situation to attain supreme power in France; and care must be taken, in making the arrangements
consequent upon our success, that we do not leave the world in the same unfortunate situation
respecting France that it would have been in if Buonaparte had continued in possession of his
power. 

[f.3v] It is impossible to surmise what would be the line of conduct of the King and his
gov[ernmen]t upon the demand of any considerable cession from France upon the present
occasion. It is certain however that whether the cession should be agreed to or not by the King,
the situation of the Allies would be very embarrassing. 

MS 61 Wellington Papers 1/478/36 

31. Draft of a letter from the Duke of Wellington to Sous Prefet of Cambrai complaining
that the inhabitants of Fontaine Notre Dame had refused to accept a surgeon billeted upon
them without instructions from a superior civil power, 26 May 1816
MS 61 Wellington Papers 1/508/50 

32. Letter from Lord Clancarty, the British ambassador to the Netherlands, to the Duke of
Wellington, sending a ‘seditious’ paper, 28 August 1817

[f.3r] I do not lose a moment in putting you in possession of the inclosed most seditious
and revolutionary paper. I wish I was as well enabled to afford you any light as to its origin. The
account given me by M. de Nagell (who furnishes me with it under the orders of the King) is that
the Minister of Justice transmitted it to H[is] M[ajesty] as having been forwarded to him from
the frontiers of France, where other copies (in writing, as I understand and not in print) were
circulating. The King and M. de Nagell both think it necessary that it should be conveyed to you
and information of it (if you should think it fit) be conveyed to the Russian, Prussian and
Austrian corps through their generals.

It is certainly right that you should be immediately [f.3v] put into possession of it. ...

Enclosed is a copy of a proclamation to all patriotic Frenchmen targeting the allied forces
of occupation

MS 61 Wellington Papers 1/554 

33. Wellington’s redrafting of a formal memorandum of a note about proposals for
accelerating the reduction of the size of the army of occupation in France, 9 January 1817

Memorandum of a note on the reduction of the army of occupation.
Before I come to the consideration of the military topick connected with the reduction of

the army of occupation I think it necessary to advert to the circumstances which induced the
allies to adopt the measure of occupying with their forces a military position within the French
frontier and to the objects of that occupation.

Notwithstanding that H[is] M[ajesty] Louis XVIII already the rightful heir had been
called to the throne of his ancestors in the month of April 1814 by the decree of the senate and
by the unanimous voice of his people, the events of the months of March, April, May and June
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1815 had shown that the revolutionary spirit in France was not extreme[?], that H[is] M[ajesty]
could place no reliance on the fidelity of the French army and that none could be placed on the
efforts of the [f.1v] well disposed in H[is] M[ajesty]’s support against the army led by
Bonaparte. ...

MS 61 Wellington Papers 1/533 

Case 5 Commemoration
The Battle of Waterloo was to exert a powerful influence on the public imagination.
Commemorations of the battle manifested themselves in different ways from the serious and
worthy, such as the provision of support for those wounded or for the families of those killed at
the battle and the raising of funds to build memorials to the fallen, to those aimed at satisfying
individual curiosity, such as visits to the battlefield, works of art and literature, souvenir
engravings and maps, and exhibitions of paintings and artefacts connected with the battle. The
Waterloo subscription list included in the exhibition is an example of schemes to assist the
families of those who had fought at Waterloo. The Waterloo Museum, which was opened in
November 1815 at 97 Pall Mall, the former Star and Garter Tavern, was one of a number of
establishments in London exhibiting Waterloo related memorabilia. The museum housed an
assortment of armour and weaponry and other military items collected from the battlefield,
together with paintings, objects and mementoes of the Bonaparte family. Exhibitions of material
relating to Napoleon Bonaparte were to prove particularly popular, drawing in vast crowds.

The grant of a Waterloo medal, the first given to all ranks in the army, to those who had
served at Waterloo made clear to the soldiers the significance of the battle, even if an
administrative mistake extended the issue of the medal to whole regiments, including others who
were not there. The publication of memoirs, documentation and journals by military personnel
became an ever-growing genre of literature in the nineteenth century: the Duke of Wellington
made his own contribution with his Dispatches.

The Duke of Wellington had lasting fame conferred on him by the Battle of Waterloo.
Fêted as the “saviour of Europe” he received not only honours and funds granted to him by
Parliament to purchase an estate, but public recognition in the form of streets, buildings and
public places named after him. He was the subject of numerous paintings, statues and
monuments, such as the Wellington Arch at Hyde Park Corner. The Waterloo Gallery that he
had added to Apsley House became not only the venue where works of art and other items could
be displayed, but where he hosted the annual Waterloo dinner.

At his death in 1852, there was an outpouring of national grief as Wellington was
rediscovered as a great national hero by the early Victorian public.  He was accorded a state
funeral on a lavish scale and there were massive crowds along the route of the funeral
procession. For the Queen and her ministers Wellington was a national hero on a par with Lord
Nelson, a Great Briton. 

34. Nautilus shell engraved by C.H.Wood, depicting the Duke of Wellington on one side
and St George slaying a dragon on the other, c.1850s
C.H.Wood was a specialist in this nineteenth-century art form and seems to have been active for 
at least twenty years before exhibiting one of his shells at the Great Exhibition of 1851. Other 
shells celebrating British nationality and British national heroes, include one of Lord Nelson is 
held at the National Maritime Museum, Greenwich, produced c.1851, and two engraved with the 
figure of Britannia in 1855, one of which was given to Queen Victoria.
MS 351/6 A4170/28
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35. Waterloo subscription: a printed list of subscribers, with the amount donated, for the 
families of soldiers killed and for soldiers wounded at the battle of Waterloo, 21 September 
1815
MS 61 Wellington Papers 1/487/10 

36. Letter from J.Lloyd to the Duke of Wellington, asking the Duke to become patron of 
the Wellington Birthday Society of Stockport, 27 May 1819 

I have the honor to address Your Grace at the request of a Society which is formed in the 
town of Stockport in the County of Chester, called “The Wellington Birthday Society” at 
present consisting of near a hundred members of the most respectable gentlemen of the town and 
neighbourhood and myself.

We have the honor to celebrate Your Grace’s birthday (1st May) each anniversary of 
your glorious victory of Waterloo, atchieved by Your Grace. The gallant Captain Salisbury 
Pryce Humphrys, RN is [f.1v] appointed to preside at the dinner of the night 18th June and 
myself to an office which confers upon me the honor of addressing Your Grace. Besides the 
annual assembly there are quarterly meetings of a convivial nature at the same time cultivating 
true loyalty and attachment to the throne and cherishing the glories of our country.

I have, in the name of this Society, earnestly to entreat of Your Grace to allow us the 
distinguished honor of Your Grace’s illustrious name as the patron; that is, that Your Grace will 
permit us the proud distinction of having the first hero of the world at our head. Assuring Your 
Grace [f.2r] of our respectability and proper principles. ...

MS 61 Wellington Papers 1/625/8

37. Letter from the Duke of Wellington, to Major General Sir Herbert Taylor, 
concerning the claim of a Captain Mitchell to promotion and to the Waterloo Medal, 18 
November 1820 

[f.2v] ... In regard to the Waterloo medal, I likewise explained myself on that subject to 

Captain Mitchell. The Prince Regent certainly intended that those only should receive that 
medal who were actually present in one of the battles. The intention was otherwise regarding the 
Waterloo officers and men. The Prince Regent’s favor was in this instance extended to all who 
were in the country.

It happened unfortunately that the lists made out for the latter were sent by the War 
Office to the Mint, and the Mint transmitted the medals according to those lists to the respective 
regiments. Whole corps therefore which were never in the battle received and now wear the 
medals, and Captain Mitchell has a good a claim to receive it and wear it as others similarly
situated. But as I know that this was owing to a mistake I never have recommended that the 
medal should be given to anybody who was not in the battle; nor can I recommend that it should 
be given to Captain Mitchell

MS 61 Wellington Papers 1/656/3 

38. Letter, in Russian, with a translation in French, from Tsar Nicholas I to the Duke 
of Wellington, naming the infantry regiment of Smolensk, formed by Peter the Great, after 
Wellington in honour of his eminent service, 19 March 1826
MS 61 Wellington Papers 1/852/18
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39. The Wellington alphabet: sent to the Duke of Wellington in a letter from Lord Fitzroy 
Somerset, 13 December 1836

Assaye, in the eastern climes, appropriate name,
was where our Wellesley assayed his fame!

Busaco’s ridge withstood Massena’s force
and our brave hero stormed Badajoz.

Ciudad Rodrigo shared no better fate,
and graced his brow with ducal coronet.

Douro he boldly pass’d in face of Soult,
and from Oporto made the Marshal bolt!

El Bodon’s heights with hostile crowds o’errun,
defied thy mounted myriads Montbrun.

Fuentes d’Onor amongst his deeds we count
And who e’er drank so deep at honour’s fount?

G for Gawlghur or Garris or Grimon
for nothing came amiss to Wellington.

[f.1v] H for Hellette where amongst the Gaves
Our Wellesley did not do the thing by halves.

I stands for India, there by Tippoo saw,
Our conquer’d him as well as Doondiah Waugh.

Directly he hurried him from Huryhur
Storm’d all the forts from thence to Asserghur
Made peace with Dowlat Rao Sindiah
And thus Sir Arthur settled India!
Shift we the scene and crossing o’er the main
We find him next in arms against the Dane
Of Cathcart’s force, commanding the reserve,
Our hero shew’d his wonted tact and nerve,
To Copenhagen’s fall he led the way,
And at Keoge immortaliz’d a K
L stands for Lusitania a state
Of Britain’s prowess formerly elate
Where now her very name they execrate.
[f.2r] Madrid he took, the capital of Spain
And nearly put an end to Joseph’s reign.
That mushroom monarch! Who with twenty more 
Of Bony’s marshals found our Duke a bore!
Soult, Jourdan, Marmont, Massena, Junot,
With other names that I and you know,
De Erlon and Victor, Bessieres and Ney,
Have one and all been vanquished in their day.
Nive and Nivelle thy hard contested fields
Give ample proof a Briton seldom yields
O may do well to usher in Orthes
One of our hero’s many glorious days.
P Pyrennees, from whence with eagle glance
He took a survey of the south of France.
For Q we turn to Quatre Bras and see
Fair prelude of a future victory.
What pleasure does Roliça’s name afford,
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That assuring scene where Wellesley beat Laborde
[f.2v] To Salamanca for an S we trust
Where Marmont’s Gallic legions bit the dust.
Who will deny to Talavera fame,
Which gave to Viscount Wellington a name.
Or it may suit you to a T to chose
that grand finale to the war Toulouse.
V will command an influence o’er ye 
For Vimiera and Vittoria.
W for Wellington and Waterloo!
What boundless praise to that great name is due
Which there subdu’d the proud and stubborn heart
Of that ambitious tyrant Bonaparte,
The peace of Europe thus accomplished
And left no field unwon for X Y Z.

MS 61 Wellington Papers 2/43/90

40. Headed note paper containing a depiction of the Wellington Arch, Hyde Park Corner, 
London, on a letter from John Wilson Croker to the Duke of Wellington, 24 November 
1846
MS 61 Wellington Papers 2/150/61

 

41. Note from General Prince Castelicicala, 28 May 1850, confirming that he will attend 
the annual dinner hosted by the Duke of Wellington to mark the battle of Waterloo 
MS 69/1/48

42. Catalogue of the Waterloo Museum, 97, Pall Mall, London, established in the year 1815
(London, 1816)
Rare Books DC 241 CAT; 59-000447

43. Illustration of the funeral procession for the Duke of Wellington passing Apsley House: 
Illustrated London News, 27 November 1852
Rare Books quarto per A

35



Thanks
The University of Southampton would like to thank the Royal Collections Trust, the 
National Portrait Gallery and the British Library for permission to display images from their 
collections.

The Special Collections Gallery
The Special Collections Gallery was created in 2004 with support from the Heritage Lottery 
Fund and a major investment by the University of Southampton in the remodelling and extension 
of the Hartley Library. There are three or four exhibitions each year based on the collections. For 
information on forthcoming exhibitions, please see 
http://www.southampton.ac.uk/archives/exhibitions/calendar.html

Further information about the collections
The manuscript collections are described in two guides by C.M.Woolgar and K.Robson: A guide 
to the archive and manuscript collections of the Hartley Library: MSS 1–200 (Southampton: 
University of Southampton Library, 1992) and A guide to the archive and manuscript collections 
of the Hartley Library: MSS 201–300 (Southampton: University of Southampton Library, 2000). 
The guides, with information about additional material and more recent accessions, and detailed 
catalogues of some of the collections are available on the Special Collections website, at 
http://www.southampton.ac.uk/archives/. The printed collections are described in the Library’s 
main on-line public access catalogue, WebCat, at http://www.southampton.ac.uk/library/. The 
websites contain information about arrangements for access to the collections and opening times.
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